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PARTON SOLDIER The Battle of the Somme

WINS THE MILITARY July - November 1916
MEDAL.

The first Parton soldier to gain a military
medal is 2nd Corporal Wm. Scott, who is
in the General Hospital, Birmingham,
where he ig being treated for a shrapnel
wound in the left foot. XIn letters {o his
mother—Mrs. Kinrade, of Parton, and his
sister, Mrs. Hill, of Whitehaven, Corporal
Seott says he has been awarded the military
medal for reseuinggvounded men under very
heavy shell fire, anﬁ devotion to duty. “Two
of them were half buried, and one pour fellow
was blown to pieces.  There is no doubt
thiat this unfortunate fellow saved the others
who' were underneath him.  Another one
was Killed, one left blind, and one with a
foot off, and yet avother with two wounds
in his head, and 1 was like a butcher with
the blood from them. The Captain of my
coction seemed ad though he could not
praise me ‘half enmough. He was highly
mterested and well pleased with what 1 had
nli(me. and t-ﬁ-ldlm-t; 1 1\*;11&'. a very cool fel*f!.‘-g)w.

was very unlucky when T got wounded, [ /
got a shot right through my left foot, but it 28p Lievr. H. M.

15 doing well.” BE CK WITH-"TOW EE

At the outbreak of the war Corpl. Seott

was called up as reservist, having previ- (WHITEHAVERN),

ously done ten ycars in the Army, seven of WOUNDED.

which were spent in India.  He lelonged t

the King's Own Royal Liverpool Lancasters, 7 September 1916

and wend with the tivst Kxpeditionary Fores
to Belgium and France, was in the retreat
from Mons, and sinee then has been through WORKINGTON ANZAC

the thick of the fighting and escaped harw

until the first day of the big push.  Later KILLED.

' a4 transferred ! s Rovs: SN IIEOTS = o
he was transferred to the Royal Enzineers On Wednesday last Mr. James Bailiff,

as sapper, ad alter a short courze of train- : 3 R :
iug passed an examination and received a | Proprictor of the Workington Opera House,

certificate of proficien:y in the use of mine received official news that his third son,
rescue apparatus. Private James Bailiff (25), single man, one

Corpl, Seott will have the congratulaticns of the Australian Anzacs, was Kkilled on
of many friends on the honowr awarded him, August 31st. It was a great blow to Mr. and
so bravely won, with the hope that he may Mprs. Bailiff and their grown-up sons and
quickly recover fgpm his wound. daughters, who are all well known and

highly esteemed in Workington, White-
haven, Maryport, and the surrounding
21 September 1916 districts.

21 September 1916




FRANCE’S DAY AT MILLOM.

A BIG SUCCESS.

The Millom War Funds Committee, on Saturday
last, promoted a groat effort to raise funds for
the French Red Cross Society. The Millom Urban
Coundil were invited to undertake collections, &ec.,
on the French Flag Day, but relezated this work
to the committes, which was organised for the
purpose. Owing to other pending patriotic efforts,
the collection was postponed for the French Flag
to a later date. The town was adorned with flags
on Saturday, the most comspicuous being the
Union Jack, whilst the tri-co'our, Drapeau de
Belge, floated from many a window, or a house
tenanted by Belgian refugeels, but not many
French flags were to be seen. The town had been
divided into districts, and a large number of
collectors went from door to door, whilgt more
collectors, dressed in fancy costumes, solicited
coins from every passer-by, many contributing

over and ow in.
over again 14 September 1916

Pvr. JOHN ROONEY
(CLEATOR MOOR), BORDER KEG.,
KILLED IN ACTION.

Private JouNn Rooney enlisted in the
Border Regiment in  August, 1914, was
drafied out to the Dardanelles. He was
reported mizsing September, 1815, and he is
now offizially reported as killed in action.
He was well known in football cireles in the
Cleator district.

21 September 1916

SEercT.-Masor T. AITKEN,
D.C. M. (WHITEHAVEN),

KILLED IN ACTION.

Sergeant-Major Thomas Aitken, D.C.M.,
Border Regiment, whose home is 28, Peter
Street, Whitehaven, was killed by a shell on
the 16th inst. His friend, Sergeant-Major
Haysom, in a letter to Mrs. Aitken, says:—
“He died instantly, and did not suffer any
pain. All ranks in the Battalion ’Syllll)f{ﬂll-hﬁ*’!
with vou in your very great loss.” Sergt.-
Major Aitken had been connected with the
Volunteer and Territorial Forces for about
tweniy years, and at the outbreak of war
held the rank of Lance-Sergeant. He was
gassedd on Whit-Monday, 1915, and was
awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal
for his devotion to duty, and work on the
field, and with reference to this honour, he
received a telegram of congratulation from
Sir Douglas Haig. For 23 years he was
employed at Williamn Pit, Whitchaven, the
latter part of the time as a rope-splicer. He
was a member of the Whitehaven Presby-
terian Men’s Bible Class, and his widow and
children have many warm sympathisers with

them in their bereavement.
28 September 1916

2xp Laevr. J. M. HALL
(WHITEHAVEN),
KILLED IN ACTION.
AnvotHER well-known Whitehaven family
has been bereaved by the war of a promising

son. Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Hall, Inkerman

Terrace, Whitehaven, on Friday evening,
recelved Intimation from the War Office
that the younger of their two sons, Seeond-
Lieutenant John Martindale Hall, the
Border Regiment, had heen killed in action,
on the 29th Aungust. There were no details
respecting his death; but a letter was after-
wards received by them from a friend of the
deceased oflicer,” stating that he was killed
instantly by a shell, while returning to his
Company from a  bombing expedition.

7 September 1916
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Pvr. W. PATTINSON

(CLEATOR MOOR),
SOUTH AFRICAN SCOTTISH,

DIED FROM WOUNDS,

Many people resident on Cleator Moor
will learn with regret of the death in action
of Private Wm. Pattinson, who, as officially
motified, has died of wounds received in
France on July 18th. Deceased was the only
son of William Pattinson, a well-known
Cumberland wrestler, who formerly resided
at the Crescent, Cleator Moor, and emigrated
to the Transvaal twenily years ago, where he
held the whampionship for amateur wrest-
ling in the heavy weights for South Africa.

21 September 1916

A WATH BROW MAN
REVORTED KILLED,-

NOW A PRISONER OI' WAR.

On Friday morning Mr. John Davidson, Wath
Brow, received the gratilying news that his son.
Privato Joseph Davidson, is now a priconer of
war in Germutiy, instead of, as officially reported,
to have been killed i action. It was only on
August 16th that cllicial news was received frem
the War Office that Private Joceph Davidson bad
been killed in acticn on 3lst July, and frem this
sad intelligence no hope was held out thag the
information was other than ecorrect. 'I'he letter,
which was received from Private Davidson, inti-
mated that he was wounded in both legs in action,
and had been taken prisoner by the Germans, and
conveyed to Baxony. Germany, where he was in
hospital and was  boing ticatod well,  He ex-
pressed a wish for his parcats to forward cigar-
ettes, sugar, and butter. The news was received
by the residents with delight, by whom he was
held in high esteem, and very pcpular.

7 September 1916

Y.M.C.A.
RED TRIANGLE
FLAG DAY.

FOR GOD, KING, AND COUNTRY.

O canx Besr Oueer.onx our Brave Troores

in their present offene’ve hy enabling the

Y.M.O.A. to Erect their cheerful Huts and Marquees
in oor far extended Battle Lins.

Y.M.C.A. HUT FLAG DAYS

Will be held in Whitehaven and District as follows :

WHITEHAVEN, Saturday, Sepb. 9th—Organiser,
Mra. H. H. Field.

PARTON, MORESBY, DISTINGTON, Saturday,
Heph., 9th-——Organisers, DMiss Watkyn Thomas,
Mr. J. T. Spencer.,

MOOR ROW, Saturday, Sept, 9th—OQrganizer, Mr,
G. Camphell, Moor How.

RAVENGLASS, ESEDALF, BOOTLE, &c.. Satur-
day, Bept. 9th — Organisers, Mies Marjorie
Hartley, Miss Nicholson, Ravenglass,

BECKERMET, BRAYSTONES, SELLAFIELD,
&e., Saturday, Sept. 9th—Organiser, Mre. Robley,
Beckermet.

SEASCALY, DRIGG, GO3SFORTH, &c., Saturday,
q‘ni.;: 16th—Organizer, Mrs. H. W. Walker, Sea-
BaC e

7 September 1916

2xp Lizvr. R. P. BAXTER

(EGREMONT),
KILLED IN ACTION.
28 September 1916



WHITEHAVEN MAN KILLED
INACTION

Private John Graham of the Northumberland
Fusiliers has been killed in action. He was 22 years
of age and was, prior to enlistment, a tailor in the
employ of Messrs Lucas and Cussons, Lowther-
street, Whitehaven.

The parent have received the following letter,
dated 29th August:- “I am very sorry to have to tell
you that the news you have received regarding your
son isonly too true. We were inreserve at the time it
happened, but the enemy shelled us heavily. Your
son, | regret to say, was one of those who fell
victims. 7 September 1916

Piyr. BOB COWAN
(RAVENGLASS), BORDER REG.,
MISSING.

Tae above is a photograph of a son of
Mr. and Mas. R. Cowan, Iavenglass.
Shortly after the oulbreak of wsr 1bree
young brothers nobly responded to the call
of their King and country, and enliztod.
After @ period of training they were drafted
out to active scrvice about a yeur ago.
About the latter cod of June last, lettors
from Private DBob (owan ceased, and now
his parents have had an official intimation
that their son is nilssing sinec early in July.
News from any iellow soudier would be
ratefully  recerved by - the parents and
amily, and have their heartielt thanks.

7 September 1916

SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM CANADA FOR
MILLOM DISABLED SOLDIERS AND
SAILORS.—Recently a number of Millom soldiers
were recopded as having subseribed to the funds
for the Millom Disabled Roldiers and Sailors. Now
from far-away Saskatchewan comes a letter to Mr,
Myles Holmes. of Holborn Hill with a two dollar
bill. Mr. J. A. Holmes, the donor, was formerly
groom for the late Dr. Stoney, but emigrated to
Canada about three years ago, where he is en-
gggz}-d in farming. The fund is fast approaching
£200.

14 September 1916

9xp Lizvr. JOHN °~ SMITH

(WHITEHAVEN),
ROYAL ENGINEERS.

SECOND - LIEUTENANT JoRN L. OSMITH,
son of Mr. C. J. Smith, of the firm of
Messrs. Smith Bros., Ltd. (Whitehaven),
joined the Border Regiment m Se_pteml;rer_.
1914, and has been in Franc2 wn-h_thum
until a week or two ago when he received a
commission in the Royal Engineers. 1‘11
civil life Lieut. Sinith was in the surveyors
department of Lowca Colliery.

28 September 1916

These articles are taken from
the Whitehaven News, held
on microfilm at Whitehaven
Archive and Local Studies
Centre, and indexed by
volunteers.

The issues covering the time
of the Great War have been
indexed by a group of
volunteers in an eighteen-
month long project
undertaken to commemorate
the centenary of the
outbreak of war, and to act
as a lasting memorial to all
whose lives were touched by
the events.




WOUNDED ENNERDALIAN.,

I ast week, 'rivaie Jodhin Pearson, seeond
womof Mr, and Mrs, J. Pearson, Post Oflice,
FEnnerdale, paid a visit to his parents. He
aas severely wounded in the ankle and
wiist in the big advance of Jaly, and sinee
Jwen hae recetved trestment inoa military
tospital at Birmingham.  He has  almost
revovered, Another <on of Mr, Poarson’'s,
w b is training in England, was al=o home
it the same 1ime,

M.
HENSINGHAM SOLDIER
WOUNDED.

Word eame to Hensingham on Monday
thut Private Thomas Taylor, of the Durham
Light Tofantry, had been wounded in the
ercat push on the 16th in<t. He has been
hrouaght over to England, and 15 now in
cambridee  Hoszpital, Alderzhet.,  Private
Faylor iz the sepond =on of Henry Taylor,
Sandwith, and enlisted in the Durham
Light Iniamtry, in Sept., 1914, alt Scaham
Harbour, and has seen a good deal of tighting.
His swife is a daughter of the late Mrs
Preston, Main Streef, Hensingham,

' -
KILLED IN ACTION.

Mr. and Mrs, 8 Relph, of Sowtergate,
Kirkby, received infermation on Saturday,
that their son, Ple. William Relph, had
heen killed in aetion on September 4th. He
enlisted in November last year and went 10
France on July 17Tth, and wasz only in the
trenches a few weeks, He was a fine robust
voung man, wamnl avas oa typical  British
galdier,

Mr. and Mrs, Relph had a son killed at
Green Road some three years ago,

luformation has  been  raeejved  that
Lance-Corpl. J. Shepherd, of RKirkby-in-
Furness, hag been wounded in the hand,
but is progressing favourably.

-~
PARTON SOLDIER GIVEN UP
AS KILLED.

Mrs. MeMeikin, of Parton, has receivedl
official intimation from the Army Reserve
(Mfice that i is now concluded that her
hrather, Py, Williain Benson, who haz heen
regarded as missing from August 21st, 1915,
15 dewd. Pyl Benson, who was 41 vears of
age, was an old Militiaman, and enlisted in
Oedober, 1914, On April 15th, 1915, e was
sent 1o the Dardanelles, from which place
pne  letter el some field  ecands owere
received. Mg sister has  heard from
relurned soldiers, who &aw her brothor
wounded in the stomach, but the hope that
e would huave been recoversd later was not
realised. Two  brothers of the  lamientad
suldier, Privates Thomas nid Robert Benson,
pre ad the front.,

28 September 1916

Pvr. S. V. BENTLEY

(WHITEHAVEN), K.O.R.L.,
DIED OF DYSENTERY,
14 September 1916

Prwvare G. MARTIN
(EGREMONT), THE BORDELS,
KILLED IN ACTION.

21 September 1916




J. PARK
(WHITEHAVEN),
SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS,
KILLED IN ACTION.

Privare

The parvents of the lute Private Park, Church-
strovt, Whitchaven, of whose death aunouncement
was made last week, bave recoivad the following
letter

Headguartors, 8th Seaforth Highlanders,
B.E, 20th August, 1916,

Doar Mree. Park,—This is meleed very sad nowa,
Your dear devoted son fell in action on the 19th
wst., und 1 am indeed very deeply grieved to
repeat 1o you guch terrible news. 14 all happened
this way. Our batitalion were holding a very im-
portant part of the line—iho Germans wore only
about 500 yards distant, and were hokding on to
their last wench.  After two unsuecessful aoreunnis
bad been made by two othor regimenis to tuke
this trench, our boys were set to take it, which
they did, the Huns offering little or no reast-
ance. Wo cleared them from the trench inmo shell
holes, bue their artillery opened u most terrifie
fire. I wus stitnding eome 1,000 yards away, and
thought that mno living  thing dmuld live in such
firo. Your dewr son was killed by fragments of a
shell, and died alinest instantly,  We buried him
after sunset, together with several other comrades,
to sieep till the Great Awakening.
not eympathize enough with you in this sad hvur,
Please do not think this is official notification. 1
am merely writing 1o you as a son, fully knowing
how a mother must long  for news of the last
sweet moments of such o devoled son us yours,
He was s good lad, and did his duty well.” You
have lost cre who was dearly doved by all who
wore fortunate enough to have known him. Good.
bye dear Mrs, Purk., Please aceept my heartielt
sppathy.—1 win, yvows sincercly,

Epwarp E. Porrer, Sgt.

7 September 1916

THE GREAT CHEERO TESTIVAL, — On
Friday, in the Salvation Army Hall, i Duke-
steeet, 230 soldiers’ and sailers’ wives and mothers
took tea with the local branch of the Salvatizm
Army. At 530 the tables looked =¥y inviting,
but ot six p.m. there wes a groat change, for the
gursts did justice to the spread, and in such a
frshion that all those who wait~1 upen them were
delight~d &t the ‘Thearty woy the  tables were
cleared.  Later in the evening ~ the Central Hall
was the scene of the Cleero %‘ﬁstiml. and cheoerful
It Was in overy sense.

28 September 1916
Pvr. FRANCIS ROBERTS
(WHITEHAVEN),

K.O. LIVERPOOL REGIMENT,
KILLED IN ACTION.

Private TFrancis Romeerrs (7th King's
Own, Liverpool Regiment) has been killed in
action.  Word has been received that this
took place on August 9th, 1916. Private
wherts was 25 vears of age. Before enlist-
ment he worked at Wellington Pit.

14 September 1916

1 fee!l [ enn-

Pvyvr. JOS. BOUCH
(WHITEHAVEN),
SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS,

KILLED IN ACTION.

14 September 1916



