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| | V.C. FOR EGREMONT
SOLDIER.

&
Private HARRY CHRISTIAN,
Zxvp KING'S OWN ROYAL
LANCASTER.

- s - *3 1.,

There was gread rejoicing ab Low Miull,  Fere
mont, on Fridey evening last, when word was re-
ceivid that Private Harry Christian, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Willam Cheistaan, had received the VO,
for conspicuous bravery, Flags and bunting weve
dusplayed at several of the howses, awd Mr, and
Mrs, Christian wore the recipirmts of numerous
congratulatory telegrams and messages from  all
parts.  The family came to Egremont from Ulver-
stann shout ¢ight years ago, and are well known,
In addition tothe vlegrams, &e., there were many
callers ut their residence to offer their congrarula-
tions,  Mr, and Mrs. Christian have thros sons
tighting 1n France, and five nephews. John Chris-
Tian, their eldied son, joined the ."l!‘l'.'r}}' | Border
Regiment) an September, 1914, and has been fight-
g 1 France sinee Hrlﬁ(-njb(-}" 1915. Willinm, an-
ather son, s in the 4th Battalion King's Own
Regimemt, and has been in France, buot was in-
vilided home with frost-bitten feet. IHo was sent
10 Winchester llospital. Then to Blackpaol to re-
cuperate, and cxpects to go back tp the front st
eny time.  Harry Christian, the winner of the
V.U, is a private in the 20d King's Own Roval
Luncasters.  He was stationed in Indie when war
broke out, and after a very brief visit to his par-
cits in Egremont he was ordered to Franee in
Janusry, 1915, 1le has been ghrough severnl en-
gagemints, m one of which be received a wound
over tho eye. On rocovering he again enterad the
liring line, where the exploitt which won him  his
dishinction was performed. [Ilis parents roceived
word from him sbout a month ago. He was then
i Salonica.  In addition o the V.C. he was pro
moted to second-licutenanteofor his most oonspicu.
ous bravery. He was holding a crater with five
or six men w front of the trenches. The enemy
commenced & very hoavy bombardmend of the posi
fon with heavy “minenwerfer” bombs, foreing «
9 March 1916 temporary withdrawal. When he found that three
men wero missing, Privade Christian  at  once re.
turmed alone to the erater, and altHouglhh  bombs

German U-boats’ attempts to “}'- ris 1‘Ulﬂilll.;_.'l“i‘:" l.ml'm i-tr]:g ;u'tu:all_g on itht- _a-dig-o of

£ 43 i cratwr, he found the dug-ont, and carried one
blockade the UK—the most important by one iut0 sfscty—all three men—thereby  un.
market for Portuguese pmducls— tiu:ul:ﬂwuy Ku.\irlg thiar lives, Later he j'ﬁw‘ﬂ'd haim-
brought tensions to a head and seif whern he could sea the bombs coming, uwnd
Portugal into the war. dirceted his cotnrades when and wherg  to sek

faver,
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Gusser JAMES KERR
(WHITEHAVIEN),
DIED OF WOUNDS.

Gusyrne James Kormn, whose mother
resides at 11, Queon-stront, Whitehoven,
enlisted on Boxing Day, 1014, and has been
eight months on pebive sorviee in France.
A letter fraan his sergeant stated: " Your
brother Jun hos wsked me, ns sergaant of
liis sub-section. {o write and let you Know
that whide the Lattery waz in action he harl
the misfatane to recaive u wound this after-
roon, Febovary 1, First add wes ot once
rendored, snd us a hospital & silnated
within n couple of hundred yards off the
battery 1 am thankiul to be uble to tell youn
that your brothier received immadiate export
ireatirent, The injury was sustained owing
to an nceibent in a gun pit, o shell baving
exploded v the gun and o piace of metal
How back and comght his leg just above the
foot. In the doctor’s opinion your Lrother's
life s I no danger and 1 can assure you
that I amd all his other collsagues ‘are
sincerely glad of the fact. As Jim was a
wiarm favoarite of all with whom he came
in contact with his cheerful presence will bo
missed by every opwin in the batbery.  The
pucky menner in whish the lad bore him-
self after tho adcidend. imads us all fosl proud
to have been sssochated willh hime While
tendering to you and othar membaors of the
family an expeession of our sincers sym-
pathy in the musfortume that has befailon
Jum, all here, T s cortain, would wish to
oxpress the edrnasl lhope that his imjury
May not prave B8 sorous s wis at ficst
inticsratled,”

Uniortunately this hope wus not {o be
realiced for Guumer Kerr LH-H sinee died from
his wounds, He hnod o brothor-in-law with
the RJIVA. new in Egypt.

3 March 1916

SINGLE MEN REPORTING.

Another eall to single meu—with the exception
of tho youngest men who have attained the ago
of 18 years since August last, the only remaining
call to the single—fell due on Saturday. :

Under the group systemr men. in groups 14-to
23 and classes 13 to 23 began ‘to report Tor service;
" Atnone of the London remainmng” stations fvero
geones  of  briskness  witnoessed, racruits bheing
received al stated periods of  the day and dealt
with expeditiously and with little trouble.

23 March 1916

SPRING THOUGHTS AT THE

FRONT.
Oh to be in England,
Now when Spring’s so near,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees the morning quite a change,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood
sheaf,
Round the elm tree bole, are in tiny leaf,
While the goldfinch sings on the orchard bough,
In England—now!
And after April when May follows,
And the blackbird builds and the sparrow,
Where my blossom apple tree in the hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the green
Blossoms and dew-drops, at the bent sprigs’
edge.
That’s the wise linnet; he sings each song twice
o’er,
Lest you think he never could re-capture
The first fine careless rapture.
And though the fields look rough with hoary
dew,
All will be gay, when noontide wakes anew
The buttercups. the children’s dower,
Far brighter than the gaudy melon flower.
PTE R HARKER (1835)
Lewis Machine Gun Section
5th Border Regiment, France

3 March 1916

WHITEHAVEN GUNNER’S
DEATH.

Mr. Jobu Gilinour, of Ribten-lunc. Whitehaven,
recoved @ wire on Saturday merning [rom the
General Hospital, Brighton, stating that bLig bro-
ther, Gunner Gilmour, of the R.F.AL, passed away
on Friday night. No porticulars were given as o
tho cuuse of death. Gunper Giimour, who wes 33
vears of age, was the socond son of the lat. Mr.
Jebat Gilmour, fruitever, Quev-street, Whitchaven,
and joined the RUF.AL after the outbreak of wur
He had proviossly servid in the  Cionberland
Militia, and wihen  war  bLroke out was engas |
with Lis brother in the frair pade



AN "APPEAL BY THE
MAYORESS.

[T0O THE EDITOR OF THE WHITEHAVEN NEWS.]

S1r,—May T appeal through your paper for gifte
of food dor our Whitehaven men now prisoners of
war in Germany?

Contributions such as butter, potted meats, small
cheeses (in cd.rf-orw), toa, mﬁno sugar, cotoa, bun
loaves, and jam will ba most acorptable, and if
handed in at the Town Hall will be packed and
despatched from there.—Yowrs truly,

S. J. MUSGRAVE (Mayoress).

Town Hall, March 14th, 1916.

e
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WORKINGTONIAN
KILLED IN ACTION.

Workington and district people regret to
learn that there is no longer any lingering
doubt concerning the fate of Private William
Canlyle MeKay, the elder som of Mr. and
Mrs. J. Me I\J\ No. 3, Washington-strect,
Workington. That he died from wounds
sustaimed on Tuwasday, March 6th, in the
British No. 2 (Clearing Station in France, is
regarded as evident from the fact that the
sister-in-charge could only koow his home
adldress frmu letters founmd im his pockets.
The letter of the sister-in-chaige iz as
follonws :—

“Dear Mrs. MceRay,—I am sorry to tell
you your son, Private E. Me Kay, was
brought in Tkere to No. 2 Qasualty Clearing
Station last night very seriously wounded
in, the abdomen and rassed peac efullv away
at 5-30 this moming.

He was too collapsed to be uhlo to give
any message for you, but T enclose a lock
of his hair which you may like to have. He
will be laid te rest to-morrow among his
comrades im our special part of the cemetery
here, the mame of which and number of his
grave will be sent to you later from head-
quarters. A little wooden cToss hefmg the
nanwe au}d date marks cuch resting place.—
With much sympathy s sineerely,

L. E. JOLLEY . H1'a-tu1'-i11-(.‘1:arg\.:."

16 March 1916
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PAPLER ’~§+UPPLH )
CUTY DOWN.

I'n the near futore the Supply
of Papcr available for News-
paper  Prodnction  will  be
Greatly Hedaced by an Admin-
isirative Order of the Govern-
ment, Headers are reqnested

Yo do all they can to elfect an

eonomy of Paper by Ordering
“The Whitehaven News ” from
the Newsagent in Advance,

Suppiies are Cut Down to
the Lowest Number that can
be Sold Weekly, and there will
be mo provision for casual
purchises.

3 March 1916

Privatt HUGH McLINDEN

(FRIZINGTON),
2x0 BORDER REGIMENT,

KILLED IN ACTION IN FRANCE

q’f’hotaymph by Isaae Miller, Main Street, Frizington.)

16 March 1916




Driver C. H. DENT,
TWICE WOUNDED AT YPRES.

Driver C. H. Dent, Army Serviee Corps,
joined the Colours on August 6th, 1914, and
arrived in France on the 6th September.
Was aftached to the anti-aincraft section
and has been in” the firiug line for eighteen
months, during which time he has had many
narvow escapas., He was twice wounded at
Ypres and buried in an exvlosion:; a shell
having burst in a house where he was sleap-
ing and destroying all his clothes. He is
now on the French battle iront. He also
served through the South African War, and
in the present war has four brothers and
throe brothers-in-law now ut the front. Mrs.
Dent is the eldest daughter of Mr. Isaac
Allisom, Mill House, Seascale, and formerly
of Gosforth.

30 March 1916

These articles are taken from
the Whitehaven News, held
on microfilm at Whitehaven
Archive and Local Studies
Centre, and indexed by
volunteers.

The issues covering the time
of the Great \War have been
indexed by a group of
volunteers in an eighteen-
month long project
undertaken to commemorate
the centenary of the
outbreak of war, and to act
as a lasting memorial to all
whose lives were touched by
the events.

WHITEHAVEN
SOLDIER’S DEATH.

A wounded soldier named Private John
Fisher, aged 37, of the 2nd Border Regiment, died
on Tuesday at the Desford Convalescent Home,
near Leicester, under distressing circumstances.
He had been wounded in France. and had been at
the Home for seven weeks, making fair progress
towards recovery. During the night he left his bed
and went to the lavatory, where he was found
dead with his throat cut. He was formerly a
platelayer at Whitechaven, where he has a wife
and family living at Lady Pit Terrace.

30 March 1916

Privare E. DIXON
(HARRINGTON), 6ru BORDER.
KILLED IN ACTION IN
FRANCE, FEB. 24, 1916,
The following is a copy of the letter which
the Sergt.-Majer of the bth Border has sant
to Mr. amd Mrs. Irving Dixon, Burnside,
Harrington, notifying than of their soen’s

death : —

“1t s withh great veeret that T have o
inform you of the death of your son, No.
1776, Pte. E. Dixen, Hth Border Regiment,
who was killed in action on 23rd February,
1916. He died instantly, and did not sufier
any pain. He was laxl to rest te-night in
the military cemetery Lohind the firing line;
the brigade chaplain reading the service, A
woodew oross inseribed with his name, rank,
regimend, has beon placed on his grave. 1
enclose phatos, &e., found on his body.
Please secept my sincere sympathy in your
howr of sad trial; and may God give you
strength  to boar up—I1 am, yours wvery
sinceraly,

. HAYTON, Sergt.-Major,
ath Border Regiment.
In the Field, 23/216.”

23 March 1916




