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The first cases of Spanish Flu are freely reported in
Spain where there is no wartime censorship.

Austria-Hungary signs the armistice with Italy,
effective 4 November.

The closing phase of the Hundred Days Offensive
and the Battle of Sambre plays out.

In Germany Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates and a
republic is proclaimed. In Austria-Hungary Kaiser

Charles I abdicates.
11 November – Germany signs the Armistice of

Compiegne.
11.11.11 – the end of fighting – “the eleventh

hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.”
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CLEATOR SOLDIER KILLED
We regret to record that Mrs R Lancaster, Hilden

Cottages, Cleator, has received information from
France that her husband, Signaller R Lancaster, of 51
Siege Battery, RGA, has been killed. Before joining
H M Forces in December 1917, he was a clerk in the
offices of the Cleator Mills, where he had practically
worked all his life, and was respected and esteemed
by the workpeople for his kind and courteous
manner, and his willingness at all times to help any
good cause. He went to France in June of this year.
He leaves a widow and little girl and parents – Mr
and Mrs A Lancaster, Trumpet Terrace.

Signaller Lancaster had been walking between the
billets and the guns when a shell landed very close
and he was killed outright.            21 November 1918

The Treaty of Versaille, which formally ended the
state of war between Germany and the Allied

powers, was not signed until 28 June 1919, five
years after the assassination of Archduke Franz

Ferdinand, which directly led to the War.
The official end of World War One came on
10 January 1920 with the first meeting of the

League of Nations in London.
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The issues of the Whitehaven News covering the time of the Great War were indexed
by a group of volunteers in an eighteen-month long project undertaken to

commemorate the centenary of the outbreak of war, and to act as a lasting memorial to
all whose lives were touched by the events.

We will remember them.


