
Spellbinding | Cumbria Secondary School Book Award 2021Cumbria County Council

Spellbinding 2021 Shortlist

Brahmachari, Sita | When Secrets Set Sail
Usha is devastated when her grandmother Kali Ma passes away. Then straight-talking Imtiaz arrives - her new adoptive sister - 
and the two girls clash instantly. They both feel lost. That is until Kali Ma’s ghost appears... with a task for them.

Immy’s and Usha’s home is full of history and secrets. Many years ago it was The House of the Ayahs - for those nannies who 
couldn’t return to their Indian homeland - and Kali Ma made a promise she couldn’t keep. She can’t pass on to the other side until 
the girls fulfil it.

Today, Usha and Immy’s over-worked parents run the house as a home for refugees, but eviction threatens. The precious 
documents that could save them are lost. As the house slowly fills up with ghosts, that only Usha and Imtiaz can see, the girls 
realise they have more to save than just one grandmother’s ghost.

With help from their new friend Cosmo, Usha and Immy must set off on a quest through London, accompanied by two 
bickering ghosts, working together to find a series of objects that shine a magical light on their family’s past and hold the 
clues to securing their future.

If they can set the secrets of generations free, will they be in time to save their home?

Charlton, Darren | Wranglestone					     AR level 5 UY
In a post-apocalyptic America, a community survives in a national park, surrounded by water that keeps the Dead at bay. But 
when winter comes, there’s nothing to stop them from crossing the ice.

Then homebody Peter puts the camp in danger by naively allowing a stranger to come ashore and he’s forced to leave the 
community of Wranglestone. Now he must help rancher Cooper, the boy he’s always watched from afar, herd the Dead from their 
shores before the lake freezes over.

But as love blossoms, a dark discovery reveals the sanctuary’s secret past. One that forces the pair to question everything 
they’ve ever known.
Available as ebook (Wheelers)

Chisholm, Alastair | Orion Lost
The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth when catastrophe strikes - leaving the ship and everyone on board stranded 
in deep space. Suddenly it’s up to thirteen-year-old Beth and her friends to navigate through treacherous and uncharted territory 
to reach safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space pirates, a mysterious alien species, and an artificial intelligence that Beth 
doesn’t know if she can trust means that getting home has never been so difficult... Hugely gripping, with incredible twists and a 
fast-paced, action-packed story, this is an unputdownable science fiction adventure - perfect for fans of Mortal Engines and Star 
Wars.
Available as ebook (Wheelers)

Durrant, S E | Talking to the Moon
Iris’s grandmother, Mimi, has started to put jam on her scrambled eggs and tie blue ribbons around her fingers to remind her 
of stuff. Her house, always full of things, is becoming harder and harder to navigate, and when Iris goes to stay, she feels as 
if a whole life is becoming muddled up. As her grandmother’s memory fades, a mystery is uncovered. Who is Coral, and what 
happened to her?
Available as ebook (Wheelers)

Farrant, Natasha | Voyage of the Sparrowhawk
In the aftermath of World War One, everyone is trying to rebuild their lives. If Ben is to avoid being sent back to the orphanage, 
he needs to find his brother Sam, wounded in action and is now missing. Lotti’s horrible aunt and uncle want to send her away to 
boarding-school (when she has just so successfully managed to get expelled from her last one!). And Clara, their young teacher, 
is waiting for news of her missing fiancé...

Lotti and Ben must get away. And so they hatch a plan - to cross the Channel on Ben’s narrowboat and find Sam. And there’s 
something in France that Lotti is looking for, too...

Buffeted by storms, chased by the police, Lotti, Ben, Clara and a growing number of dogs set out on an epic journey, on the 
search for lost loved ones and a place to call home.
Available as ebook (Wheelers)
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Fountain, Ele | Lost
Lola’s life is about to become unrecognisable. So is Lola. Everything used to be comfortable. She lived in a big house with her 
family, where her biggest problems were arguing with her little brother or being told she couldn’t have a new phone. But as one 
disaster follows another, the threads of her home and family begin to unravel. Cut off from everything she has known before, Lola 
must find a new way to survive.

Now, homeless, an ordinary girl must become extraordinary.
Available as ebook (Wheelers)

Lee Dodd, Amber | The Thirteenth Home of Noah Bradley
Moving house is no fun. And no one knows that better than Noah Bradley. A curse has forced his family to move thirteen times. 
Whether it’s a typhoon, a flash floor or a flock of persistent birds, the curse always wins. Now, the Bradley family have just moved 
into their thirteenth home. Noah loves everything about it. He has his own room. He’s made friends at school. He’s happy. So, 
when the curse returns, Noah decides that this time, there will be no more running away. The Bradleys are staying put... no 
matter what it takes. A powerful story of hope, family and what home really means.

McDonnell, Eve | Elsetime
Elsetime is a wonderfully atmospheric timeslip adventure story with two great characters – three, if you count Magpie, the wise 
young crow who befriends the two human protagonists. Needle is a mudlark, gathering lost treasures from the river shoreline 
in the 1860s. Through a mysterious magic, he finds himself fifty years in the future, on the same spot and the eve of a terrible 
flood that he knows will cause death and destruction (as the real River Thames flood did in 1928). His new friend, talented young 
apprentice jeweller, Glory, is one of those whose lives is at risk. Can they save the town and their neighbours, and can Needle 
find a way to return home to his family?

Murray, Struan | Orphans of the Tide 				    AR level 4.8MY+
The City was built on a sharp mountain that jutted improbably from the sea, and the sea kept trying to claim it back. That grey 
morning, once the tide had retreated, a whale was found on a rooftop.

When a mysterious boy washes in with the tide, the citizens believe he’s the Enemy - the god who drowned the world - come 
again to cause untold chaos. Only Ellie, a fearless young inventor living in a workshop crammed with curiosities, believes he’s 
innocent. But the Enemy can take possession of any human body and the ruthless Inquisition are determined to destroy it forever. 
To save the boy, Ellie must prove who he really is - even if that means revealing her own dangerous secret...
Available as ebook and audio title (Wheelers)

Penfold, Nicola | Where the World Turns Wild			   AR level 3.9 MY+
Juniper Greene lives in a walled city from which nature has been banished, following the outbreak of a deadly man-made disease 
many years earlier. While most people seem content to live in such a cage, she and her little brother Bear have always known 
about their resistance to the disease, and dream of escaping into the wild. To the one place humans have survived outside of 
cities. To where their mother is. When scientists discover that the siblings provide the key to fighting the disease, the pair must 
flee for their lives. As they journey into the unknown, they soon learn that there’s cruelty in nature as well as beauty. Will they ever 
find the home they’re searching for?
Available as ebook (Wheelers)
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