The 16" century fight against disease - Plague in Kendal

A particularly nasty visitation of Plague in which, it is thought, over half the population died, hit Kendal in
1598. Here are some sources from the Corporation archives that tell us about the outbreak, including
measures taken to deal with it and a document outlining details of numbers of inhabitants who died.
There is also a puzzle here for you to have a go at reading the handwriting of 16™ century documents.
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e This tc,]Jq ou what the first three signs

of the plague are -
Can vou work out the missing words?

Sources on display here show that items were
purchased for locking up a plague isolation house on
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in the isolation houses and that those from
surrounding villages also affected by plague did not
enter Kendal in search of shelter or support).

Have a go at deciphering the hand writing in this
16 century note on symptoms of the plague




