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Chairman’s Introduction

What is the Cumbria
Local Access Forum?

Another year brings another Chairman’s introduction to the work of the Cumbria Local Access Forum.

Cumbria Local Access Forum was set up by Cumbria
County Council in 2003 under section 94 of the
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.

As indicated in last year’s report the Countryside Access Team
has undergone changes both in personnel and location of offices
and are now based at Kingmoor Park, on the northern fringe
of the City of Carlisle. Following the wholly unexpected [and
unexplained] departure of the departmental Director in the
Autumn of 2011, the significant cut in the Countryside Access
budget and the partial-restructuring of the service within the
Highways & Transport division, the team has coped admirably in
the circumstances and my heartfelt thanks go to them for all their
hard work and not inconsiderable efforts.
Following last year’s decision to curb some of our activities and
the standing-down of our Working- and Sub-Groups the Local
Access Forum has continued to function in a very professional
manner – we have taken part in a number of consultations as in
previous years and our most important area of work has been
the rolling out of Stretch One of the Coastal Access Trail on the
Cumbrian coast from Allonby to Whitehaven. We look forward
to working with Natural England on Stretch Two during the
course of this autumn and winter.

We bade farewell to a number of LAF Members at the end of
2011 and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for
all their hard work and commitment during their terms of office
– among their number was our first Chairman, Duncan Graham,
who deserves special mention. To counter these losses we held
a series of successful interviews in the autumn resulting in the
appointment of six new members who are all making valuable
contributions to the work of the Forum. We still have some
vacancies to fill and are actively looking to appoint members with
interest and/or expertise in areas not already covered by our
current membership.
Finally, as mentioned in last year’s report, the question of National
Park extensions came to the fore again with Natural England
recommending extensions to both Parks – we are aware that
at least one Local Authority opposed the move and as a result
we understand that there will be a Public Enquiry held by the
Planning Inspectorate at a date to be advised later in 2012. We
await the outcome with interest as it will clearly affect the area
currently covered by the Cumbria LAF.
Again, my thanks to all Forum members for their commitment
and to all members of the Countryside Access Team for their
continuing support.

The Forum is an independent statutory advisory body and
advises on the improvement of public access to land in the
area for the purposes of open-air recreation and enjoyment
of the countryside. It must be consulted on specified access
matters, and may also advise on other forms of lawful public
access, which might include using land (or a right of way) to
get to work, school, shops, or local amenities.
The Forum aims to provide strategic advice and, in doing
so, strives to achieve a consensus voice, taking into account
statutory guidance, the needs of both landowners and
access users, as well as wider conservation, landscape, social,
economic and educational factors.
The Forum covers the whole of Cumbria, excluding the Lake
District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks.

Cumbria LAF meeting dates,
agendas and minutes can be found
at www.cumbrialaf.org.uk.
The website also provides details of members, the Forum’s
terms of reference and other information. Please contact
the Secretary if you require any documents on paper.

Charles Ecroyd - Chairman
August 2012

Cumbria LAF meetings are advertised in advance.
Members of the public are welcome and may ask
questions, make statements or present petitions to the
Forum, provided these reach the Secretary 7 days before
a meeting. The Chairman, at his discretion, may invite
members of the public to comment or ask a question
during a meeting.

Who is on the
Local Access Forum?
The Forum, when all vacancies are filled, has 22 members,
appointed by Cumbria County Council. The members of the
Forum represent:
(a) owners and occupiers of access land or land crossed by
local rights of way, or
(b) any other interests especially relevant to the authority’s
area, or
(c) users of the new right of access introduced by Part 1 of
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (principally
walkers) and users of local rights of way (walkers, horse
riders, cyclists and carriage drivers).
The membership is balanced to avoid dominance by any single
interest group or coalition of like interests and includes a
cross-section of local interest in the countryside. The Chair,
Vice Chair and members, other than County Councillors (3),
are independent of the County Council.

Name

Area of Interest

Interest Detail

Elizabeth Barraclough
John Bevan Vice Chairman
Douglas Chalmers
Oliver Coles
Alan Dougherty
Charles Ecroyd Chairman
Elisabeth Fell *
Kris Fentiman
Duncan Graham *
Terry Jolley
Helen Kerry *
Nicholas Lloyd
Jim McQueen
Mike Murgatroyd
Bridget Pickthall
Ian Robb
Tim Ward
Hilary Wilson
Sylvia Woodhead
David Young
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User
Land
User
User
Land
User
User, Other
Other
User
User, Other
User
User, Other
User
Land, User, Other
User
User
Land
User, Other
User

Walking, volunteer ranger, flora
Walking, youth work, adventure activities
Country Land & Business Association Director
Walking; rural transport, green tourism, recreation and health
Upland land use; mountaineering, fell-running, mountain-biking
Land management and conservation
Conservation, equestrian recreation, walking
Recreation, disability and access issues, journalism
Countryside, environment, recreation, rural transport and deprivation
Walking, footpath projects, environment
Education, land use, biodiversity, equestrian access
Natural history, recreation (walking and equestrian), angling
Countryside, access and recreation
Conservation and recreation; health; all-ability paths
Farming; walking, horse-riding; heritage; link-path development
Walking, mountain-biking and fly-fishing; village green reclamation
Walking, running, wildlife, countryside access
Traditional extensive farming, orchard conservation
Countryside management, landscapes, tourism, sustainable transport
Walking, mountain-biking and driving

* Thanks and farewell go to Duncan, Lis and Helen for their greatly valued contributions up to autumn 2011.
The Forum has 3 members appointed by Cumbria County Council: Joe Holliday, Graham Roberts and Rod Wilson.

Contact Us
The Cumbria LAF Secretary can be contacted at:
Cumbria County Council
Highways – Strategic Asset Management
The Parkhouse Building, Kingmoor Park
Carlisle CA6 4SJ
T: 01228 221064
E: secretary@cumbrialaf.org.uk
Cumbria LAF is funded by Cumbria County Council.

What Cumbria LAF achieved during 2011

Cumbria LAF Consultations

During 2011 Cumbria LAF held five formal meetings (the
first having been postponed from December 2010), including
informative site visits and presentations:

Cumbria County Council – the Forum:
• responded to the Cumbria County Council budget
consultation and objected strongly to the proposed two-thirds
cut in the countryside access budget
• submitted comments under the ‘TUPE’ consultation in relation
to the proposed new structure which made no provision for a
LAF Secretariat, reduced the number of Rangers and intended
to split up countryside access, basing team members with local
area highway teams

• Dr Les Tickner, Cockermouth Flood Recovery Coordinator
on a project to improve riverbank footpaths; followed by
site visits, on a very wet morning, to see new footbridges in
Cockermouth and Great Broughton, replacing those lost
in the November 2009 floods
• Site visits to the Pennine Bridleway : proposed new
equestrian and cycle links to the Eden Valley Loops and
to Kirkby Stephen station and the new all ability link path
from Kirkby Stephen station to the town
• A full morning of site visits to: the new iconic Navvies
Bridge (sustainable transport link); Barepot (Right of Way
washed away in floods); and Derwent Howe , Workington
to view the line of the proposed first stretch of England
Coastal Path in Cumbria (Allonby to Whitehaven)
accompanied by implementation team members from
Natural England (NE)
• Site visits to: Iron Bridge , Sockbridge (PRoW flood
recovery programme); and Morland bridleway (PRoW
bridge repair programme)
• Supported communities by meeting in village halls and using
local caterers

Forum members undertook varied project work attending
site visits and meetings. The Forum:
• continued to work with and advise the NE Cumbria
Implementation Team and Countryside Access officers
working on defining the route of the first stretch of coastal
trail in Cumbria between Allonby and Whitehaven in
preparation for consultation
• attended site meetings and responded as necessary in
relation to proposed fencing on open access land at:
Stennerskeugh Clouds; Long Fell; Skirwith and Blencarn
Commons
• sent letters in support of:
- continued CCC funding for the Rights of Way
Improvement Programme (RoWIP)
- the Morecambe Bay H2H (Headlands to Headspace)
heritage lottery funding bid
• submitted letters:
- opposing the loss of the England Access Forum (EAF)
- objecting to the closure of SLDC public toilets in the
South Lakes area
- and advising against the Red Tape Challenge process
• questioned:
- the benefit of replacing EAF with Huddle; and
- the point and design of NE’s new LAF annual reporting
proforma
• advised the Council’s countryside access team on a range
of policy issues and current programmes presented and
discussed at quarterly LAF meetings

Landscape – the Forum:
• responded to a further round of consultation on NE’s
Lakes to Dales Landscape Designation project
Cumbria County Council Footpath Modification
and Diversion Orders
• Cumbria LAF representatives visited and (where necessary)
submitted observations on modification and diversion orders.

Cumbria LAF Pending Issues
The Cumbria Local Access Forum will advise and work closely
with the County Council’s Countryside Access team on a range
of strategic policy and programme issues during 2012 including:
• the planning and development of the second Cumbrian stretch
of the new English coastal trail
• the possibility of the Lake District and Cumbria LAFs coming
together as one may re-emerge and if so the Cumbria LAF will
again look very closely at this
• monitoring closely the quality, effectiveness and provision
of the countryside access service following implementation
of major changes and cutbacks to the County Council’s
Countryside Access team
• assist with the review of the Cumbria Countryside Access
(CCA) Strategy and RoWIP together with the two national
park LAFs and their Access Authorities

