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Across the world, the early years of cycling, up until the 1870s, were
mainly the preserve of rich men of leisure. The picture was no different
in Cumbria. Bicycles - viewed by some as a dangerous machine - were
uncomfortable, their high seating position unsuitable for women with
their voluminous clothing, and their price expensive.
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| Intrepia ﬁdventurers of the late 1890s: Miss Clarke and
i Reverend CVWV Bean dressed for cycling, outside Drigg Vicarage

(Whitehaven Archives: YPR 13/47/16)

Cycling became a more common form of transport

_; for the masses, and a form of leisure for the
enthusiasts, from the 1880s with the emergence of
the safety cycle.With its smaller wheels, lower
seating position, diamond frame and — before long
— pneumatic tyres, the safety bicycle transformed

cycling, making it safer and much more comfortable.
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The Solway Bicycle Club of Maryport in 1883 with
their high-wheel bikes - later known as the penny-
farthing. Amongst the group on Netherhall Road
are the club captain, T H Smith, secretary, Mr McKie

and treasurer, Mr Bowes.
(Carlisle Archives: DX 1892/1/1)

formed cot nty-wide a

As to Letting the Town Hall for Ladies’ Cycling School-

81. Read letter from Mr. G. C. Watson, of Tangier Street,
Whitehaven, Cycle Agent, requesting to know whether the Council
would let the Town Hall for a Ladies’ Cycling School for two after-
noons a-week, and the Town Clerk was instructed to write to Mr.
Watson that he could have the use of the hall at 5s. for each occd-
sion, but that he was to understand that if the hall was rmluirud ab

any time for any other purpose he must forego the use of it.

Christmas cards from the late 19® century Minutes of Whitehaven Borough Council, 20 March 1896
(Kendal Archives: WDX 451 ) (Whitehaven Archives)
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Alfred A Gardiner posing with
a tricycle on his fifth birthday in 1900.

John James, his father, was a cycle builder and agent
and Alf himself went on to run a cycle shop on the
corner of High Street and Wood Street in | -Septsrrar

Maryport until the 1960s.
(Carlisle Archives: DX 1892/1/7)
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The expansion of cycling and the formation of
cycling clubs did not just have social and practical
benefits - it also had a competitive edge.

Cycle tracks sprang up around the county - in some g

quarters cycling on the roads was considered
dangerous. The fear was for other road users rather
than the cyclists! But turn-of-the-century cyclists
enjoying the opportunities afforded by cycle tracks
for racing.

These photographs (right) show the old grass cycling | H

track, between Mealpot and the Bowling Green,
Maryport. The track backed onto Netherton Road.
A new, red shale track opened on 22" June 1901.
Planks were laid across the concrete steps for
spectators to sit on.
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EVENT No. 15,
5-20 p.m.—One Mile District Bieyele Raco,
Handicap.

First Prize. Sardine Dishi Second, Breakfst Croetl ;
Third, Butter Enife and Jam Spocn.
Firet Heal.
t | Crellin, Cleator see 100
2 W Lloyd, Cleator any OO
1 {3 _].l-."..-.-:ll, Cleat: 55
4 T Armstrong, Cleator ' G5
(] Rl .

5 T Hp e
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Cyclists lined up for the
start of a race at the old
cycling track at Maryport

in 1900.

The riders R-L were:

) Cliff Thompson, Heslop (Eppie)
Nutsford, a cyclist from Barrow,
Richard (Dick) Tiffen, ] | Gardiner
(standing) and his mechanic is the
rider, ] | Gardiner's cycle builder,
unknown rider,VV Baxter and Fat
Hayton (standing).

Includes photograph of Maryport
VWheelers pin badge which had
been attached to the cap of the
fourth rider from the left

(] ] Gardiner's mechanic).

Training or
racing?
Maryport in
1900 (lefr).

The riders R-L were:
Eppie Nutsford
(hairdresser), Richard
(Dick) Tiffen (miner),
] Cliff Thompson
(plumber and gas
fitter), VW Baxter
(photographer), Fat
Hayton holding

WV Baxter.

—— -

(left) [ he VWalker Brothers at the
Old Parade Ground, Barrow in

1888. Barrow Amateur Cycling .
Club were holding championships [
as early as 1876 and the penny- :
farthings were then the speediest
and most manoeuvrable machines §
available. The brothers (from left -
James, William and Tom) were

famous sportsmen of their day.
Barrow Archives (LC 200 CY.TRE)
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In some places riding on cycle tracks

g, —Two Mlles Bieycle Race, Handicap.
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CyCll]flg for the

Cyclist Section, 3rd Volunteer Battalion of

the Border Regiment taken in about 1905.
(Carlisle Archives: DX 1892/1/29)

Millicent Chappell with two friends on bicycles near
Calderbridge, enjoying the summer in August |1909.

th : ] ) (Whitehaven Archives: YDX 597/5)
As the 20™ century arrived, people were out and about on their bikes, and the

surviving photographs show us that the pastime had been embraced by all
classes, ages and by both sexes.
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) | Gardiner riding a
tandem with his
brother 1901, with
Selby Terrace and
Christ Church,
Maryport in the

background (below).

(Carlisle Archives:
DX 1892/1/8)
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‘| passed Mr Hart on Sunday but did not stop
and speak to him as he might not agree with
bicycling on Sunday ......

Paul Cult;eck to his cousin

T oo ek ;'\“'ﬂ'-
Catherine Marshall, /

izAEr il Egglim{ifu. Ll b cutrt {ﬁiﬁ
Group of cyclists, possibly at Furness Abbey, early 1900s. " L) gl ao e recold sst
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Sepia photograph (left) of
) | Gardiner on a
Bradbury Cross Frame
cycle with one of his
brothers, Thomas, in the
early 20" century.

-----
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Thomas kept a shop at
97-99 Senhouse Street,
Maryport and sold
household furniture,
perambulators, mail-carts
and hearth suites.

Stopped outside Swarthmoor Hall
near Ulverston in the early 1900s.

their bikes were a common sight

across Cumbria. Was this one?
(Barrow Archives: LC 170 A.LOW)

(Carlisle Archives: DX 1892/1/5)
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Right until the 1950s, delivery boys and

Dora Horley of Harrow to her friend
Catherine Marshall at St Leonard's
School, in Scotland, |5 March 1896

Do you see many [bicycles crossed out]
lady bicyclists at St Andrew’s, their names
are legion round about here.We saw two
girls learning at Swiss Cottage the other
day, it really was very amusing. One could
just manage to wobble for about 20 yards
without getting off, the other could never
succeed in mounting the machine but
each time she tried, she got the back of
her dress hung up on the seat in some
inexplicable way, and at last gave up in
despair.’
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Paul Colbeck, 20 July 1896
1 am busy now in my spare time
designing and making an arrangement for
carrying a camera on a bicycle. | hope to
have it finished before Hause End
[Keswick]...l suppose you heard of the
fire at the Humber bicycle works, people
who are waiting for bicycles now and
have been for months are further off than
ever from getting theirs.’
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As the popularity of cycling grew, so did the number of local businesses | '“é‘ycm_ c,ﬂ“s"?“byaef

that supplied and maintained bikes. As the commercial listings show, the [} Targe Stock o, Ladior', Gent.'s, Bosa,

and Girls" CYCLES, from £4 15s.
county had cycle dealers, cycle manufacturers, as well as suppliers of all MARK = TAYLOR,
manner of biking accessories.
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Always have

. , L ._' 1 . Flr repairs e
Whitehaven Archives (YDX 338) Q7 & apociuiios

’ New business opportunities popped up
everywhere. Mark laylor tapped in to
two popular interests of the day -
repairing bicycles and gramophones.

Dacre Fox had his own good idea, and
wrote from London in 896 to ask for a
loan from Augustus Helder of
WWhitehaven to buy a bike so he could
set himself up offering lessons.

‘There is a perfect craze amongst the upper middle and upper classes now
for bicycle riding at 2/6 a
lesson. | can ,fu. me in 6
months make £50 clear. |
know men who are already
earning money at it: the

Pt i e Window displays at
e el < 3 clear profit ... . ' 5
ol o 2 | _ the teaching Alf Gardiner’s cycle
is both

Jim Beck's cycle shop at 34 John Street, Maryport in about 1900. i pleasant and ~ / | bingl shop, Maryport
| | ‘ I healthy. ' - I 949_ I 953
Previously |Jim Beck had kept a cycle shop in Senhouse Street but was Dear Mr Helder (Carlisle Archives: DX 1892/1/)

: : ‘ am offered a pneumatic safety, perfect condition 2™ hand
asked to lewe due to his bicycles blocking the pavement. 5 e b T a3 i g

r £6 n'-J Will you n'.L.'fJ me to purchase it? I.'i-:."m also two
P ; 3
Carlisle Archives (DX 1892/1/12) 'ugr. in hand ready to have lessons at once = 2/6 per hour
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(Whitehaven Archives)

As cycling became established it was increasingly common to
see people enjoying trips out on their bikes and in some
towns, such as Kendal and Barrow, the bicycle became and
remained a popular means of transport for journeys to work.
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The early days of Marchon Ltd in Whitehaven were ‘powered by pedals’; Otto
. Secher (left) and his brother-in-law Frank Schon here cycling to work in about

194 |. Both men were future Managing Directors of what was to become for some
50 years, one of West Cumbria’s largest businesses. . (Whitehaven Archives: YDB 59/12/1)

-

f,ﬁ%ﬁr Billings family from Millom on
7 a day trip, 1930s

(Whitehaven Archives: YDX 400/26)

From Pedal Cycle to Motor Cycle

O —

The wamber of pedal eyelists in thel
wuniry at the present moment is ostin

e = [
. . et to be something like 6,000,000, As|
- 1' a B N i 3 : 1 ] - " , | '.|||I|.anlI:M-Il‘_;n.'t'i|~:If I knew there are {ay too |
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O T A T . ' g

L] %
‘ 50 | KPP pase the estimated number ;f:|
} .. 3t 4 - ! 4 - o p K -] J - L - sumiew hvre about Eigin
' Rt . - Many yecars azgo I was an ardent cyclist.

5 | W
How 1 I'Iller‘-.‘l:I!i i COdEsl |ir3'-.\'|1"'|.||_ How 1 i

’ : e AN e Tan & : TR PR ; R SR . .
O g PR L RS ey § . - 2 Ak lvathed ap-hill work., The level road was
AR f g -‘.__;,‘F“h . s £ . " | not xo bad, but there was always an effort, |
w

iy

- |

.I ] . i Mory than this, the wind scemed to be
:,j.....',. ' " = always facing me.  Suange, but true, and

'_.. “ . s %

many cyclists have experienced the same
strange meteriologival phenomenon Bi.
cveling 1s EUppusei Lo be & M cessily, tor

: Lo it s undoubtedly a cheap way of getting
L B0« 14 et & about the country,
" ad i , z 1 am thinking. though, that if the

Hﬁ,nm,ﬂﬂlf} evelists realised the absurdly
|t low COST of ranning a motor-cyele, they
! + would g np_uhm; their own ‘3‘“_'-'1':'-1..‘!" 1or
L« propelling their .':‘nug',huu_-;-., as I did many
| | years ago. ** It is all very well you talk
g, T ean hear some saying, ** but in
| '.ﬂll'b'-l‘ t]..llll“:l (lf i‘:’ntin! :]J-;.i_]|‘l':-,-,}-|l_l'|‘!‘ ]lfJU.' ol
Li varth can T afford to Tun a motor-cyclef’
of the Millom Ustlise 40ab, was bell  Lonsad- ‘ : Afford to run a motor-cycle? Why, it
erable jmterest wis displaze] ia inw adiir sod the I  does not take apy affording, Considering
Jrend ""h“'“]?‘"“ f-,m.[;;’;in"n"ﬁ ':'Efll:s‘g??l;“twm?? ] everything, it ig easiér and cheaper to ride
epimBftaIne SIRBEEAR S .. LB l { a2 machine than it is to walk, irain, tram
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MILLOM LYCLING CLUB.

ILLUSMENATED PARADE
1 W Lupslay evening the illuoiveed sod foney
dress sod o ohe pacardke. iwhich bdd heen poatponed
fusr ihe previongs. Wed ey osm oaoecoant of the
g daveuritie weathosl, provuated br the members ,
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Tour of Britain

= The county has long enjoyed welcoming cyclists to enjoy its
many roads and routes, including for modern-day cycle
races.

The “Tour of Britain’ dates back to the first British stage
races held just after the Second World War, since when
various different events have been described as the Tour of
Britain, including the Milk Race.

Shane Sutton (now Head Coach at British Cycling) in the Milk Race
leader’s jersey at Carlisle in 1990 (above)

Tour of Britain 2012, outside Carlisle Castle (left)

Mountain biking in 1994 (right)

Border City Wheelers at
Carlisle Castle

Criteriums in 1990
(below right)

British champion Brian
Smith on Kirkstone Pass

in Tour of Britain in 1994
(below left)

Brian Smith, the then
British champion, is riding
up Kirkstone Pass with a
bandage on his arm after
a car got onto the route
and hit the peloton,

injuring Smith. Smith is i 5 .
now a commentator for — JEEEE :fﬂy-'g*., -
Eurosport and ITV. Ty R

All photos Carlisle Archives and
Cumbria County Council/
Barry Alcock
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