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An Officer and a Gentleman
Major James Cropper’s
account of life on the Western Front

Major James W Cropper (1879-1956) served in the Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry, where he and his men took part in
the Battle of Loos, consolidating infantry positions. There, British casualties amounted to 60,000.
In his letters to his wife, Marjorie, Major Cropper referred to his experience as being “Plum in the middle of Armageddon”.
The panels in this display illustrate some of the conditions experienced by James Cropper and men like James Murray of
Whitehaven and Tom Read, from Carlisle.
Records of Major James Cropper
are displayed here with the kind
permission of the Cropper family,
and may not be reproduced
without their permission.

Kit list for new officers 1914
The reference to 1 House Wife
means a sewing kit, the key items
being needles, thread and buttons.
Kendal Archives (ref. ST 51)

Major James Cropper c.1915
Kendal Archives (ref. ST 51)

Divisional Headquarters,
Lillers, France, 1914
Kendal Archives (ref. ST 51)
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Life on the
Home Front
Women’s Work
Women played a vital role on the home front, carrying on essential work
in agriculture, factories, transport etc as more men went to the front.
In particular many women were employed as munitions workers, a
particularly unpleasant and dangerous job. The largest munitions factory
was at Gretna, just inside Scotland, but existing factories also made
munitions. The photograph to the bottom left shows women employed at
Daniel Clark’s factory at St Nicholas, Carlisle (Carlisle Archives, ref. DX85/6).
Munitions work did have its lighter moments and the photograph below is
of a women’s football team from a munitions factory in Barrow-inFurness.

Penrith Auxiliary Military Hospital
Images from a photograph album showing the cover and a photograph of
soldiers convalescing at the hospital during Christmas 1916. The hospital was
established in St. Andrew’s Parish Rooms. (Carlisle Archives, ref. DFCM 3/1/113)

Kelly’s Trade Directory for
Carlisle, 1921, relating to the State
Control Board (Liquor Traffic).
Extracts from the Cumberland
News on the introduction of the
Carlisle State Management
Scheme, June to December 1916.

In 1916 the Government took control of the production and sale of liquor to control
excessive alcohol consumption. In Carlisle the brewery and pubs were, in effect,
nationalised with many premises being closed. Carlisle is unique as the State
Management Scheme continued until 1972.
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Killed in Action:
Private James Murray from Whitehaven
and Private Tom Read from Carlisle

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
In memory of Private James Murray
5899, 2nd Batt, Border Regiment
Who died age 46 on 30th April 1915
Husband of Mary Hannah Murray of
3 Thompsons Court, Irish Street, Whitehaven,
Cumberland
Remembered with honour
ESTAIRES COMMUNAL CEMETERY

Lowther Street, Whitehaven, undated
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not be reproduced without the
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Newspaper reports from
the Whitehaven News of the
death of James Murray in 1915.

Wellington Pit, Whitehaven c.1910
Newspaper reports from the Whitehaven
News of the death of James Murray in 1915.

A Last Letter Home
Private Tom Read to his mother in Carlisle
“In answer to yours I am very glad to hear father is keeping so well & hope you both
enjoy yourselves whilst at Silloth, the change will do you both good and will be great
fun for John Willie. I received his note alright, he puts a very decent letter together and
seems to make a good hand at writing. I am glad to hear that Jimmy Baxter got down
on leave and he is looking so well. How long was he in France before he got it, it
doesn’t seem very long ago. As for mine, well I can’t expect it before Xmas and will be
lucky to get it then. There are a lot going on leave at present who have been in France
twelve and fourteen months since their last so I can’t look for it for some time.
Yes the war has been going well in our favour this last month and its to be hoped they
can keep it going. They have another two months to give him a good shake before the
winter sets in and it is to be hoped they can take the full benefit of it but it is mostly
pretty tough going now. But I think the war will last a long while yet and we will see
another two winters in France before it finishes for although he is getting hit pretty hard
now he is a long way off being a beaten but that will come in time but is going to take a
long while. Well how does Harry like soldiering, not much I suppose, what regiment is
he in?
Well mother I have joined the 2nd Field Ambulance again so my address will be 3/2804
Pte. Tom Read N.Z.M.C. 2nd N.Z.F. Amb. France. The weather here at present is
splendid and it is to be hoped it will keep like this for a couple of months at least, it is
better for the troops advancing and for the Cockeys [Frenchmen?] getting their harvest
in. Well I think I am at the end of my letter now and hoping you are all enjoying the
best of health as I am myself at present. I will close by wishing you all the best of
everything from your ever loving son.”
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Official letter from the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force, notifying the
representatives of Private Tom Read’s
family of his death in France, in
August 1918.
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Armageddon:
Life on the Western Front

Postcard scenes from the Western Front in
Northern France.
Pencil sketches by Major James
Cropper, for his son, reflecting on life on
the Western Front in 1915.

Armageddon: The Battle of Loos, September 1915
The Battle of Loos was a major British offensive in late 1915
and marked the first British use of poison Chlorine gas in the
war. The battle was also the first test of General Kitchener’s new
model army.
Supply problems, in particular a lack of artillery shells resulted in
devastating losses for the British. Among the 60000 casualties
was Fergus Bowes Lyon, brother to Elizabeth Bowes Lyon, the
late Queen Mother. A change in wind direction and ineffective
gas masks meant that many British soldiers were gassed by the
same chlorine gas shells fired at German positions.

Extract from a letter describing
the opening phase of the
battle of Loos, 1915.
Pencil sketch of the French
countryside, close to the front.
c.1915.

Telegram regarding the
embarkation of the Division to
France, to commence on
7 June 1915.
Records of Major James
Cropper are displayed
here with the kind
permission of the Cropper
family, and may not be
reproduced without their
permission.
Kendal Archives (ref. ST 51)
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Your Country Needs You!
Propaganda and Recruitment

Illustrated here are the different approaches to
recruitment in the First World War.
Propaganda, demonising the enemy, was
widely used. However, by 1916, exhortation
was not enough and the very high casualty
rate resulted in the introduction of
conscription.
1. Photograph of an Army Recruiting Office in
Barrow-in-Furness, undated.
2. Recruitment campaigns for men in
Cumberland and Westmorland to join their
local regiments, from the Whitehaven News.
3. The final recruitment campaign refers to the
bombardment of Lowca in West Cumbria by a
German submarine in 1915. Although there
was very little publicity at the time the colour
postcard was produced as propaganda
illustrating where the shells fell.
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Your Country Needs You!
Collecting for the troops

Between 1914 and 1918 many local
men went to serve in the armed
forces, whilst people at home
worked hard to keep important
industries going and to lend support
wherever they could. These
documents tell us how local people
sought to help soldiers and sailors.

A selection of letters printed from the
Whitehaven News either
expressing thanks to local school
children for eggs sent for wounded
soldiers, or requesting that specific and
longed for ‘luxuries’ be sent to the front
line.
The National Egg Collection scheme
involved children sending eggs to
wounded servicemen. By writing their
names and addresses on the shells,
they opened up many lines of
communication, such as that with the
Hodgson family.

The handwritten letters are from New
Zealand soldier Martin Petersen to the
Hodgsons of Cleator Moor. Whilst
recovering from war wounds in a London
hospital he received an egg sent by Ida
Hodgson from Montreal School. He went on
to form a life time friendship with Ida’s family.
Whitehaven Archives, ref. YDX 467
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Barrow at War
War and Industry

The battleship HMS Revenge which was built by
Vickers in 1915. Vital statistics include: Length 580 feet; Speed - 22 knots; HP - 42,600;
Displacement - 28,000; Armament - 8 x 15", 14 x
6", 2 x 3"
The submarine 'L20'with awnings erected. The
submarine was built by Vickers in c.1918.
Various scenes from the shell shop at Vickers,
1914-1918.
Vickers, Limited
Barrow-in-Furness played an important role during
the First World War. Throughout Britain the civilian
population was mobilised on an unprecedented
scale with women employed in industry, most
noticeably, munitions.
Vickers was also a significant shipyard and this
panel illustrates the significance of this yard. An
example of this was HMS Revenge, 1915-1948,
built by Vickers, and one of the most powerful
warships of her generation, serving in both the
First and Second World Wars. She was present at
the Battle of Jutland in 1916.
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The 12" mark 9 siege gun on railway bogie truck,
1914.
Test firing of torpedo from above water tube on
the dock, 1890.
Photograph illustrating the loading of a torpedo
into a torpedo tube, undated.
Souvenir booklet of the Great War, 1914-1919,
illustrating a memorial tablet for 6 members of
Barrow-in-Furness police force who were army
reservists and subsequently responded to the
call to arms.
(Barrow Archives)

Cumbria Archive Service
The First World War
War and Remembrance
1914-1918

Over one million British and Empire servicemen lost their
lives during the Great War and the scale of loss was
unprecedented. The initial euphoria of victory soon gave
way to how the sacrifice of so many should be
acknowledged.
This panel looks at how communities in Cumbria celebrated
the end of war in November 1918 and remembers those
who did not return.
The newspaper extracts are from the Cumberland News in
November 1918. Two images relate to the Barrow Borough Police,
in particular a memorial tablet to those who lost their lives and an
entry for PC Garnet, killed at Arras in April 1918.

Captain John Kinmont (of the
Kinmonts of Beacon Hill, Penrith)
who died in action at Cambrai in
1917. His grave is shown in the
image below.
Carlisle Archives (ref. DKinn/22)

Below, another casualty of war. Portrait
of Sergeant Fred Bainbridge, son of
George Bainbridge of Burton in
Kendal.

Exhibition created by Cumbria Archive Service. Images contained in
this exhibition are subject to copyright and may not be reproduced
without the permission of the County Archivist.

www.cumbria.gov.uk/archives

