


W
ithout doubt the

o v e r a rching theme for

this year has been the

g rowth of our education and

i n f o rmation service. We now have a

dedicated education officer in place

who works in both the wider AONB

and the newly refurbished Solway

Coast Discovery Centre. The two

re s o u rces, indoor and outdoor, have

p rovided a weather proof opportunity

for schools and colleges to learn

about the AONB and its many

facets from natural history to its

cultural identity.

Our Sustainable Development Fund

(SDF) continues to provide local

communities and business with funding

to fulfil their goals and ambitions using

sustainable solutions. Everything fro m

radio-tracking geese across the planet

to creating local wildlife areas has been

achieved. A total of seventeen pro j e c t s

have been given £70,000 and this has

raised extra revenue for the area to the

tune of £188,000.

We published our third guide to the are a

in March called ‘Birdwatching in the

Solway Coast AONB’ and it re c e i v e d

g reat reviews and has ‘flown’ off the

shelves of local book shops and To u r i s t

I n f o rmation Centre s .

We commissioned a new document this

year called ‘State of the AONB’ and this

has provided a wealth of up to date

i n f o rmation about the area fro m

agricultural statistics to the number of

households. The information is pro v i d i n g

a baseline to inform our Management

Plan Review currently in process. The

new plan will be published in April 2009

and will cover the next five years work of

the AONB Partnership. New topics for

this plan are how we will deal with

climate change and sea level rise.

Finally we wish to thank once again our

many partners and funders who have, as

always, supported our work and helped

us achieve joined-up outcomes. The

P a rtnership goes from strength to

s t rength and continues to embrace new

o p p o rtunities and find solutions to help

c o n s e rve and enhance the natural beauty

of the Solway Coast.

William (Bill) Jefferson, O.B.E.

C h a i rm a n

Brian Irv i n g

M a n a g e r
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Sections 89 and 90 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (the CRoW

Act) created a statutory responsibility for local authorities and Conservation Boards

to produce AONB Management Plans and thereafter to review adopted and

published plans at intervals of not more than five years.

The Solway Coast AONB Staff Unit led the production of the first statutory

management plan on behalf of its local authority partners and the Solway Coast

AONB Management Plan 2004-2009 was published in April 2004. Guidance has

been issued by Natural England (May 2007 and July 2007) on the production of

the next generation of plans (“the Guidance”), covering the five year period 2009-

2014, which are due for completion by April 2009. In accordance with S90 (1) of

the CRoW Act, notice of intention to review the existing plan was issued to Natural

England by the AONB Manager in January 2007.

The AONB Staff Unit is now undertaking a consultative review of the existing

Management Plan. The task of this review is to identify amendments that are

necessary to ensure that the Plan remains an effective working document that

reliably and realistically informs the management process. For this reason the

review is expected to be thorough and comprehensive

(according to the Guidance).

The new Management Plan 2009-2014

will be based on either:

(a) a draft report with proposed plan amendments and draft

revised delivery plan or

(b) Draft Revised Management Plan (Strategy and Delivery plan)

with proposed amendments, together with a draft Review report.

The scoping report is the first stage in the Review Process as outlined by the

Guidance. The aim of this report is to provide evidence for and analysis of the

need for either an amended or revised plan as outlined and to identify general

principles for revisions and amendments, including Plan structure, content and

presentation.

The Plan will be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment to enable the

published revision or new version to comply with the SEA Directive (2001/42EC)

which came into force on 20 July 2004. The SEA process is being carried out

alongside the review process.

The Solway Coast AONB
Management Plan Review Process
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During the year we had 24 school groups

and 600 children visiting the A.O.N.B.

In addition another 8 schools and nearly

200 children took part in an ‘Art on the Beach’

programme in October.

The main focus for visits has been related to the

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA)

materials which schools can access via the

Department for Education and Employment

(DFEE) web site. The resources available to

schools are closely linked to the requirements

of the primary curriculum.

This year most Key Stage 1 visits have been

focussing on ‘Seaside holidays’ which involves

investigating what makes a seaside town. Children

are required to compare their own area with a

seaside town or village.

The work undertaken at Allonby involves looking at

old photographs of the village and seeing what has

changed and what has stayed the same. The same

s o rt of work is involved in the Silloth surv e y. Several

g roups focussed on the habitats found on Mawbray

Banks. We have been lucky enough to see natterjack

toadlets in the pond near Mawbray yard. This gives

plenty of opportunity to discuss endangered species,

the importance of habitats such as the dunes,

management of wildlife, etc. The children were

fascinated by the rabbit warren and looking at the

foot prints left in the sand. We discuss the wild

flowers and the plants which grow beside the

seaside. (pyramidal orchids growing beside the

b o a rdwalk)

We usually end with a game on the beach where

the children have to collect items such as something

changed by the sea, something left by a fisherman,

picnicker etc. This generates a lot of discussion

about pollution and litter.

The focus for KS2 groups has been ‘Coastlines’.

We look at management of the coast. On Mawbray

Banks the children see the hurdles and the way the

dunes are established and the vegetation which

bind the dunes. The second part of the day is

based in Silloth with a walk along the promenade

towards Skinburness looking at the sea defences.

We discuss the need for sea defences and what

would happen if the sea was allowed to breach the

barrier. The children are able to compare the profile

of the beach at Silloth with that at Mawbray.

Longshore drift is also explained.

In the Discovery Centre activities were planned

in pre-visit discussions with the teachers.

All the groups are given an introduction to the

AONB but timing is a big problem. Most schools

arrive at 10am and because their transport is

needed at the end of the school day they need to

leave between 2pm and 2.30pm. The time they

This year we have undertaken the

following. These are closely related

to the age of the children.

! Look around the Discovery Gallery

filling in sheets about the various

displays.

! Sorting rocks based on various

criteria.

! A beach material sort. The children

have to decide whether the things

are natural or man made and how

they came to be on the beach.

! Story time… a range of story books

and relevant resources have been

purchased which support

environmental themes.

! Art activities, making jelly fish, litter

posters and seaside pictures with a

message.

! Dressing up in the costumes of

the monk, Roman lady, brigantes

and Vikings.
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In October, to coincide with the National Art

Month, schools which had visited were invited to

take part in the project. Two artists, Clive Wylie

and Julian Longcake, were employed to work for

two days each with groups of children. Clive is a

watercolour artist and he spent the mornings on

the beach with the children showing them how to

make preliminary sketches and then in the

afternoon worked in the Discovery Centre where

the children completed some small watercolour

paintings. Julian, a sculptor, worked with the

children to create huge pictures and sculptures out

of sand which were then ‘painted’ and decorated

with seaweed, shells, pebbles and anything they

could find.

The education officer did two sessions creating

collages with materials the children had collected

earlier on the beach and another two sessions of

observational drawing. The quality of work was of

a very high standard and an exhibition of work

and photographs was held in the discovery

Centre. Feed back from the schools has been

very positive and many requests to have another

similar event in 2008 have been received. Funding

was received from Allerdale Arts Fund and the Arts

Council and the AONB education budget and

Rexel (Lakeland pencils) gave us some art

materials.

In 2008/2009 we are looking forward to using

the newly refurbished exhibition and

introducing schools to some new resources

such as dressing up clothes and related

artefacts which will make visits more exciting.

Art on the Beach

spend is limited to about 4 hours minus lunch

time so practical activities are often rushed.

It is evident that schools are using QCA

materials to plan their curriculum. This has

implications for facilities such as ours. The visits

are being controlled by QCA. It means that

schools visiting are all doing the same topics at

the same time. This year we have covered just

three topics. The seaside and seaside holidays,

habitats and coastlines.

During the summer term we had two teacher

training students from St. Martin’s College

Ambleside campus who spent two weeks on a

work placement. They helped with school visits

and produced a series of activities for

developing children’s senses during beach visits.

In January the Discovery Centre closed for

refurbishment. The new display has been

planned with school visits in mind and will be

more accessible to children and school groups.

Facts and Figures

Nearly 800 children

24 school groups

20 schools ( i n cluding 3 from within the A O N B )

1 half day

1 key stage 4 (14-16)

8 key stage 1 (4-7)

11 key stage 2 (7-11)

Plus the 8 groups who took

part in the Art project.

3 key stage 1 and 5 key stage 2
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The AONB partnership commissioned a consultant in 2007 to

p roduce this document highlighting all the baseline data for the

AONB and which can be used as an indicator to monitor condition

and trends over the life of the next Management Plan and Review

of the present Plan (2004-2009). Wherever possible commentary,

objectives and policies for the Management Plan Review will be

s u p p o rted by the evidence provided in this extensive and thoro u g h

piece of work. Below is a sample of the information obtained.

‘Facts and Figures’ from the ‘State of the AONB’
The Solway Coast AONB was designated in 1964 and is

one of the UK’s 49 AONBs.

Size: 115km square , 59 Km of shoreline

Landscape Character: Estuary and Marsh, including two

sub types, intertidal flats and coastal marsh; Coastal Margins including

dunes and beaches, coastal mosses and coastal

plain; and Lowland including low farmland, rolling lowland

and drained mosses.

Area by Land Use: The majority of the AONB, around 65%, is

farmland. Raised mires cover a further 10% and the remaining 25%

covers areas such as settlements, sand dunes, saltmarshes, rivers and

highways.

Types of Agricultural Land Use:

Land Use No. holdings Area (Ha) % agricultural land

Crops/bare fallow 52 1097.8 14.1

Temp. grass 51 854.3 11.0

Permanent grass 106 4881.7 62.8

Rough grazing 22 452.8 5.8

Woodland 20 222.0 2.8

Set aside 23 87.3 1.1

All other land 23 183.8 2.4

Total farmed area 134 7779.7 100

Bare fallow = 42.6ha , Crops = 1055.2ha (13.6%)

Special Historic Sites:

In summary, the AONB contains:

! 423 Sites and Monument Records (SMR)

! 102 Listed Buildings (4 x grade I, 6 x II*, 92 x II)

! 51 Scheduled Monuments

! 7 Conservation Areas (containing 65 SMR sites,

48 listed buildings, 8 Scheduled Monuments).

! 0 parks & gardens

Public Rights of Way within the AONB:

Type of Access Length, km

Public Rights of Way

Footpaths 144.9

Bridleways 20.8

1 byways open to all traffic (BOATs) 2.4

The National Cycle Network

Route 72 passes through the

AONB (the Hadrian’s Wall

Cycleway) and part of the

Cumbria Cycle Way.

Three long distance footpaths

pass through the AONB: The

Cumbria Coastal Way, the

Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail

and the Allerdale Ramble which

extends northwards along the

shore as far as Grune Point.

There are also 11.4km of Easy

Access walks.

Habitats: The following UK

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

habitats are present within the

AONB1:

! Coastal and Floodplain

Grazing Marsh

! Coastal Sand Dunes (including

both Dune Grassland and Dune

Heath)

! Lowland Raised Bog (and

Lowland Heathland)

! Coastal Vegetated Shingle

! Coastal Grassland

! Maritime Cliffs and Slope

! Reedbed

! Fen

! Saltmarsh

! Mudflats

! Saline Lagoons

! Sabellaria alveolata reefs

Population: The total

population of the AONB is

approximately 3220. The

population increases significantly

over the summer months due to

tourists.

Number of Parishes: 13

Planning Authorities:

Cumbria County Council

Allerdale Borough Council

Carlisle City Council

1 Nature on the Map,

http://www.natureonthemap.org.

uk/map.aspx?m=sssi
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Following the great

success of the first

‘Discover the Scenic

North’ AONB

calendar in 2007,

a 2008 edition

was produced and

proved equally

popular with all

copies distributed

in 2 weeks.

The eight northern

AONB’s from the

Northumberland Coast to the Forest of Bowland,

collaborated to showcase their natural beauty.

The Solway Coast features as the May AONB and

jointly with Linconshire Wolds AONB in December, to

describe fascinating churches and traditional buildings

in both the AONB’s including our ‘fortified’ churches

and hog-back tombstones.

The calendars were distributed to the Joint Advisory

Committee, Officer Steering Group, Parish Councils,

partners, local MPs and some AONB Volunteers.

Guided Walks,
Events & Shows

Northern AONB’s
Calendar

Media Coverage
and Publicity

The Solway Coast AONB has again maintained a

high public profile by attending a number of shows

and events, where people from all ages and

backgrounds were able to source information:

The Cumberland Show, Carlisle and Borders

Spring Show (Peatlands for People Project),

Solway Firth Partnership Conference, Cumbria

Cycle Fest, West Cumbria Funding Fair,

Festival of the Solway Mosses and the

4th Annual AONB North Cumberland Style

Hedgelaying Competition

The AONB continues to work closely with

national, regional, local press and

publications to help promote the AONB on

behalf of a wider partnership.

This has resulted in 7 radio interv i e w s ,

10 television presentations, 2 articles in

the Solway Firth Partnership magazine

‘ Tidelines’, 1 article in ‘Outstanding’ the

NAAONB quarterly magazine, 1 art i c l e

in Allerdale Outlook, BBC Radio 4

‘ World on the Move’ and BBC website

‘ Top Goose’.

1000 Discovery Centre leaflets have been

distributed and visitor numbers through the

centre were12,000 for 2007/8, with 24

school visits bringing 600 children into the

centre. There has been 38 press articles in

local newspapers, 1 article in the Silloth

Buzz, 1 article in Aspatria Beacon Hill

Community School Newsletter and 2 BBC

television series based in the Solway

covering work of volunteers.
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The Annual

Conference took

place at the Golf

Hotel in Silloth,

on 14th

September 2007.

The theme was ‘A Shared Responsibility

for a Very Special Place’ and ‘Working

Together in Partnership’.

Speakers included: Gillian Bishop, Chief Executive,

Allerdale Borough Council, Richard Leafe, Chief

Executive, Lake District National Park,

Dr Larry Griffin, Senior Research Officer, Wildfowl

and Wetlands Trust and Jack Ellerby, Chairman of

the North West Rural Forum.

The Conference was well attended and all speakers

gave excellent presentations for which they were duly

thanked by Bill Jefferson OBE, Chairman of the Joint

Advisory Committee.

‘The Solway
Coaster’and
Volunteer
Newsletter

The Solway Coast

Annual Conference

2007

NEW BOOKLET
Birdwatching in the
Solway Coast Area

of Outstanding

Natural Beauty
“This beautifully produced little booklet is just the

introduction needed to bring that world to life”

‘There is a world out there by the waters of

the Solway, a world that provides some of the

finest spectacles in nature.

SAID STEVE MATTHEWS OF BOOKENDS IN CARLISLE

The Solway Coaster magazine

continues to be published and gives

an overview of the work undert a k e n

by the AONB unit, part n e r s ,

volunteers and the community. It

highlights the varied achievements of

all involved in projects within the

AONB and includes an events diary.

The Volunteer Newsletter is pro d u c e d

e v e ry two months by Rose Wolfe and

Graeme Proud, and promotes news and

volunteer events to all Solway Coast

Community Volunteers and the wider

public via Tourist Information Centre s

between Workington and Carlisle. All

events are also posted on the Solway

Coast AONB website.

This new booklet has been

produced by Brian Irving, AONB

Manager, and provides a

photographic record of some of the

birds to be seen in and around the

AONB, and where to find them.

Using his own photographs to

illustrate it, it is an ideal

accompaniment for anyone

interested in finding out where best

to see the birdlife of the Solway.
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S o lw ay Coast Community Volunteer Group
Tasks and events lead by Graeme Proud, the Volunteer Coordinator, have incl u d e d :

! 11 guided walks, including 2 RSPB and 4 volunteer lead walks,

ranging from village walks, reserve walks, coastal walks, history

walks, to bird and wildflower walks

! 13 workday events at Crosscanonby Carr Reserve, continuing

the management and improvements on site

! 3 volunteer recruitment sessions and slide shows

! 1 ‘Adopt a Beach’ marine litter pick and survey, 1

‘Beachwatch’ National marine litter survey and pick, ‘World’s

Ocean Day’ litter pick, all of these are carried out in partnership

with the Marine Conservation Society. Also 3 litter picks in

partnership with other volunteers from Allerdale Borough

Council, Cumbria Voluntary Service and West House.

! 4 surveys, including birds and Natterjack Toads (some

volunteers have undertaken independent toad surveys for the

Herpetological Conservation Trust).

! 6 working days at the historic Saltpans site, removing overg ro w n

vegetation and opening up the site for visitor interpretation. BBC

coverage of the volunteers working on the Saltpans

! 2 volunteer social events with slide shows

! Young Ranger events including litter picks, school pond

clearance, wildflower garden maintenance and reserve work at

Crosscanonby Carr with members of ‘Westhouse Community

Group’ helping on a weekly basis with tasks in the reserve,

dune management and litter picks

! 9 tasks on Mawbray and Wolsty Banks SSSI, removing scrub

and gorse and 3 tasks involving management of the dune

infrastructure including boardwalk maintenance, signage

painting, dogs teeth installation, post removal and signage

installation.

! 3 Natterjack toad conferences have been attended by

volunteers and 1 training day for surveying and relocating

procedures.

! 3 workdays at Bowness Reserve with Cumbria Wildlife Trust

Volunteers

! 1 Hedgelaying competition, organising, stewarding and

marshalling

! Attendance at Carlisle and Border Flower Show with the

Peatlands for People Project.

! Attendance at the Solway Firth Partnership Conference.

! 5 workdays in partnership with volunteers from the

Herpetological Conservation Trust removing gorse from Grune

Point for the series ‘British Isles a Natural History’.

! Causewayhead Women’s Institute continue to improve and

upgrade the garden in front of the Discovery Centre with

funding from Allerdale Borough Council

! The Probation Service have also helped with dune

management through a Community Volunteering Scheme

There have been many other

opportunities for the wider

community to be involved in

and there are at present over

160 volunteers on the data

base. The AONB Partnership

expresses its gratitude to the

volunteers for giving their own

time to help us protect the

AONB landscape and wildlife for

all to enjoy. Over 532 volunteer

hours have been most

generously provided over the

last year.

Graeme Proud, Volunteer

Coordinator, continues to work

three days with the AONB and

Community Volunteers and two

days with Allerdale Borough

Council working on two

reserves. He notes that; “since

the implementation of the new

roles we have been striving to

carry out as many projects as

possible with the Community

Volunteers to ensure that we can

provide the AONB with the

countryside management it

requires and deserves’’.
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Partnerships – Working Together
The Solway Coast AONB works alongside a wide variety of organisations, community groups, local

landowners and volunteers advising on policy and undertaking activity that furthers the interest of

the AONB and without whom the delivery of the Management Plan could not take place.

Partnerships include: the Solway Coast AONB Joint Advisory Committee, a partnership of public, private

and other organisations, which acts as a forum to advise and guide activity on a range of issues in the

AONB and is important in monitoring and implementing the AONB Management Plan 2004-2009; the

Solway Firth Partnership; Tourism and Conservation Partnership; Marine Conservation Society; Market

Towns Initiative; North Allerdale Partnership; Local Access Forums; Cumbria Biodiversity Action Plan

Partnership; Cumbria Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group; Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Limited; Cumbria

Tourism; Friends of the Lake District; Dumfries and Galloway District Council; Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust;

Age Concern; Sustrans and Peatlands for People to name a few.

Nationally the Solway Coast AONB has participated in a number of events organised through the National

Association for AONBs (NAAONB) to share skills and training opportunities with colleagues from other

AONBs. Staff and JAC members attended the 9th National AONB conference in July 2007, themed

‘Changing Landscapes’: a view of landscape management in AONBs’ at the University of Winchester.

The conference looked at challenges such as climate change, foot-and-mouth disease, and changes to the

Common Agricultural Policy including the future of set-aside land.

Regionally the Solway Coast AONB has attended meetings held by the North West AONB Partnership and

the Northern Group of AONB’s.

The South Solway Mosses comprise four distinct areas of

peatland at Bowness Common, Glasson Moss, We d h o l m e

F l owand Drumburgh Moss. Together they cover an are a

of around 1,900 hectares and this is the largest re l a t i v e l y

intact area of lowland raised bog left in England. T h e

designation of these peat bogs as a SSSI and Special A re a

of Conservation is recognition of their national and

i n t e rnational importance.

N a t u ral England, the RSPB, Cumbria Wildlife Tr u s t ,

EnvironmentA g e n cy and Solway Coast AONB are wo r k i n g

together in the ‘Peatlands for People’ project to re s t o re

the natural wealth of Cumbria’s raised peatbogs and link

them to the re g i o n ’s culture, economy and quality of life.

It will take many years before we see the wildlife

potential fully re s t o red across all this peatland habitat.

H ow e v e r, in just a few ye a r s , real wildlife benefits will be

a chieved thanks to the re s t o ration work currently being

carried out by the conservation organisations that now

h ave care of these special sites.

B owness Common is the largest (759 ha) and one of the

last remaining relatively intact, l owland raised peat bogs

in England. These ra re and prehistoric habitats support a

wide variety of ra re and specialised wildlife. Made up of

98% wa t e r, a raised bog sits like an upturned saucer-

shaped sponge on the landscape and must be kept wet in

o rder for the bog plants and animals to surv i v e.
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For the second year running the

Peatlands for People partners

ran a week long festival of

events to raise the awareness

of the South Solway Mosses.

The event, ran from Saturday11th - Sunday

19th August, and saw a host of activities

which took place around north Cumbria to

highlight the value of the Solway Mosses, a

habitat that is often described as being as

threatened as the rainforests.

There was also unprecedented access to

these unique places during a weekend of

special guided walks. The events included a

talk about the wildlife of the peatlands at

Tullie House by Norman Holton, RSPB

Reserves Manager, National Moth Night on

Glasson Moss led by Frank Mawby, a drop in

family day of activities at Tullie House and two

guided walks on Bowness Common and

Drumburgh Moss led by the RSPB staff and

Cumbria Wildlfe Trust Reserve staff. Cumbria’s

peat bogs provide a home to scores of rare

species not found anywhere else. The

mosses are home to insect-eating plants,

spiders and rare and beautiful butterflies,

dragonflies and damselflies. Charismatic birds

such as skylarks, curlew and snipe, can all be

found here, and the ancient depths of the

mosses hold buried archaeological treasures.

Eric Robson, Chairman of Cumbria Tourism

and presenter of Radio 4’s ‘Gardeners’

Question Time’ supported the Festival. He

said: “I’m delighted that the Festival is giving

local people a chance to discover these rare

and special places for themselves. Lowland

bogs are one of the scarcest and most

precious wildlife habitats in Europe and we are

incredibly fortunate to still have so much of this

irreplaceable landscape in Cumbria.”

Peatlands for People Project
Festival of the Solway Mosses
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Solway Coast
Discovery Centre
Refurbishment
The newly refurbished Solway Coast Discovery

Centre includes a new exhibition, art gallery

and an education resource area, and acts

as a ‘Gateway’ to the Solway Coast.

The exhibition showcases the Solway Coast describing

its wildlife, heritage, landscape, communities and

outlines historic to future perspectives.

The Tourist Information Centre has been newly designed

and includes exhibitions about the history of Silloth

Airfield and the Carlisle to Silloth railway, as well as a

large range of stock.

The new art exhibition includes the work of local artists

and has a bi-monthly featured artist.

The education area provides

schools and colleges with an

excellent resource to use with

our education officer.

Funding came from the North West

Regional Development Agency,

through the North Allerdale

Partnership, Allerdale Borough

Council and the Solway Coast AONB

Sustainable Development Fund.
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Sustainable Development Fund

in the Solway Coast AONB

Annual Report 2007 - 2008
In the period from May 2007 to March 2008, the Sustainable Development Fund in the Solway

Coast AONB supported 17 projects and was allocated £70,000. The variety and spread of

projects within the AONB has again been of a high standard.

The SDF has been delivered by the Projects Officer in the AONB Unit and a part time member of staff.

The AONB Unit and Grants panel was responsible for setting the local criteria for the fund, and

agreeing a system of applications, delegation and approval. The grants panel, this year, has been

comprised of eight representatives from a range of agencies and the community providing a valuable

contribution to the working of the fund.

The SDF supported several projects which specifically ‘conserve and enhance natural beauty’, several

which supported the ‘economic and social needs of local communities and others to provide

‘interpretive and educational opportunities’ to enable people to understand more about the

environment of the AONB. The projects levered in £165,097 of match funding in cash and £22,264

match funding in kind.

All projects were deserving and the fund has helped in promoting a good rapport with our

communities and partnerships.

The 5th North Cumberland Style Hedgelaying Competition:

Solway Coast AONB, Allerdale Borough Council
This project is to maintain the traditional skills of the North Cumberland style of hedgelaying,

maintain distinctive hedge structure of the Solway plain, improve biodiversity and move towards

species rich hedgerows, train and educate young people in the skills and promote traditional hedge

maintenance to a wider community. The Competition was carried out on 23rd February, 10

competitors entered and spectators came and went during the day. The event succeeded in

discussion and exchange of ideas, improvement of skills, excellent performance of competitors

with a good age range, (12-60) and promotion of the style of hedgerows in the

Solway area. This year the AONB teamed up with Cumbria Farming and Wildlife

Advisory Group, to hold a hedgelaying training event on the same day,

which also attracted new interested parties.

Walking guide around Allonby: Ralph Pickering
Mr Pickering has accumulated material about Allonby for years and has a vast

knowledge of this unique village on the AONB coastline. This project will ensure

that a record is maintained in the form of information leaflets about the wealth

of history and culture of Allonby and its environs through a walking guide of

local rights of way.

Renovation of Roadsigns: Rockcliffe Parish Council
This project was to renovate a traditional fingerpost in the Rockcliffe area

within the AONB in keeping with the distinct style of the area’s signage.

Improvement of general appearance of the area and its signage has been

achieved with a local distinctiveness and local contractors were used.

The Banks Leaflet: Bowness on Solway Community Group
The original Bowness on Solway ‘The Banks’ leaflet was produced by the Community Group when

the official opening of the Hadrian’s Wall Path Trail took place. Local Heritage Initiative then funded the

leaflet which has been so popular it has been reprinted using the SDF fund. The information in the

leaflet promotes ‘The Banks Project’, the AONB, and the cultural, historical and wildlife of the area.
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The Pinkfooted Goose; its distribution and

use of the Solway Estuary, Saltmarshes and

Agricultural Land: Frank Mawby Associates
A comprehensive report has been provided which will inform and

assist decision makers on measures to help sustain and

conserve the Pinkfooted Goose in the Solway area for public

awareness. It provides key times when the goose uses the

Solway Coast AONB and wider area, and so can inform Natural

England and help target goose conservation schemes in the

HLS agri-environment scheme. It will also inform other

developers as to the areas frequented by the geese so it will

prevent developments that may harm or disturb them.

Path Redevelopment and Repair:

Kirkbride Parish Council
This project has allowed a well used circular path in Kirkbride to

be repaired and upgraded. The path has been widened, levelled

and top surfaced, with drainage ditches cleared. Increased

access will allow use by more villagers and regular health

benefits. Local contracters were used and some infill donated.

Burgh-by-Sands Village Green:

Burgh-by-Sands Village Green Committee
The project has enabled the corner wall of the green (village

owned field), to be rebuilt prior to erecting a donated statue of

Edward 1st to commemorate the 700 year anniversary of his

death at Burgh on the 7th July 2007. The wall has been faced

with vernacular style cobble/stone to meet up with the

sandstone gate stoop entrance to the green, and a local

contractor was used. The green is a community space for

recreation and a wildlife area.

Solway Plain

Tourism Signage:

Allerdale Borough

Council

A feasibility study was

undertaken to look at tertiary

signage to be added to the

Solway Coast, including the

market towns of Silloth, Wigton

and Aspatria. The project aims

to signpost visitors and locals to

the Solway Coast AONB and

the Western end of Hadrian’s

Wall World Heritage Site. All

signage keeps the same graphic

design, including brown signs,

and will be adopted by

‘Highways’ Cumbria County

Council. Overall, more people

will be aware of the Solway area

and the AONB, and within time

secondary and primary signage

will be added.

Solway Food and

Drink Festival:

Silloth Tourism

Action Group

A two day festival of food and

drink was held to promote food

from the Solway area. 15

producers based in the Solway

Coast attended with over 450

people attending over the

weekend. Young people were

encouraged to be involved, with

Silloth school children taking an

interest in food sources and

‘Fair Trade’.

Silloth Youth Minibus:

Solway Community and Technology College
This project enabled the Association of Parents,Teachers and Friends of the Solway Community and

Technology College to purchase a replacement minibus to be used by children and young people in

Silloth, to participate in sports and leisure activities, community and fundraising events, vocational

training, visit employees and colleges and provide additional community bus resource for the

Solway Coast AONB. The bus also helps to reduce private car mileage within and out of the AONB.
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Allerby Community Gardens Wildlife Project: West House
Allerby Community Gardens is managed by West House, a charitable organization supporting people

with learning difficulties in West Cumbria. The site was purchased in 1998, and since then on site

facilities and the gardens have gradually been improved for sale of produce and visitor recreation.

This project has enabled the creation of a 5 acre wildlife area, including hay meadows, wetlands and a

copse. Local contractors were used to carry out the works, which will provide an increase in biodiversity

on the edge of the AONB, with increased visitor access to the site and the AONB. The gardens and

wildlife area will be maintained by West House and other voluntary organizations

Early Years Resources for the AONB Education Pack:

Solway Coast AONB, Allerdale Borough Council
Through developing resources for use with groups of early years and primary school groups using the

AONB Education unit, this project will help to develop an understanding of the Solway Coast, its

importance for wildlife and natural beauty. Schools in and outside the AONB are targeted and are

encouraged to use the AONB as a natural resource.

V-Formation: Tracking the Wintering Solway Geese to the East and West

High Arctic: Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust.

As a follow on from last year’s highly successful project, the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust have fitted four

more GPS transmitters in the winter of 07/08, to Svalbard Barnacle Geese (East High Arctic) wintering

on the inner Solway, and two to Greenland breeding (West High Arctic) White-fronted Geese wintering

in part on the Solway Coast and Threave wetlands. Feeding and roosting locations for the geese are

now shown on the website for use by third parties with regular

updates. The saltmarshes will also be ranked within the AONB of

greatest utility to the geese and those appearing suitable but

unused will also be identified.

Further schools were linked into the project (with over 500 children),

within and outside the AONB, to champion the geese in their

migration, and educational benefits were strengthened in the links

with the schools and in providing the children with first hand

opportunity to explore where the geese feed, roost and how they

choose to migrate. Regular publicity also raises the profile of the

AONB to a wide audience through national radio and publications.
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Historical Farm Buildings Project:

Cumbria Farming and Wildlife

Advisory Group
This project targeted 15 farms across the

AONB to survey their importance historically,

archaeologically and also in terms of landscape

value. Identification of the traditional farm

buildings and the historic development of the

steading, including ancient orchards, were

surveyed. Opportunities regarding general on-

farm conservation, especially regarding the

historic and built environment, were proposed

along with grant aid under Entry Level or Higher

Level Stewardship Schemes. Specialist input

was provided by Carlisle City Council and

Cumbria County Council.

Solway Coast AONB Exhibition and Discovery Centre:

North Allerdale Partnership, Allerdale Borough Council
This project was to provide a new public and educational exhibition, using new technologies, to create a

new attraction for Silloth, a ‘Gateway’ to the AONB and new educational resources for schools and

colleges. The exhibition will encourage more visitors and

children and provide awareness of the AONB in a

sustainable manner.

Reprint of local history book

‘Plain People’: Holme St Cuthbert

History Group
The Holme St Cuthbert History Group published

‘Plain People’ in 2004. The 1,700 copies soon sold

out and meanwhile they produced a second book,

‘More Plain People’. This project enabled the group to

reprint 500 copies of the first book. ‘Plain People’ is a

local history book about the Solway coast people,

including most of the AONB, and it promotes cultural

aspects within the AONB to a wider audience (world

wide). The project also continues to add to the

archive of materials and photographs for both books

and a third book.

Bowness Voices:

Bowness-on-Solway Community Group
The aim of the project is to record the living history

of the Parish of Bownes-on-Solway, through

personal stories of the local people, run by the local school

children and community group. Local publication of a book containing this information

will also provide a unique resource for locals and visitors.
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Solway Plain Tourism Signage

The objective of this project was to provide professional signage

to signpost visitors to the Solway Coast AONB and the Western

end of Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Site.

A feasibility study was undertaken

to look at tertiary signage to be

added to the Solway Coast,

including the market towns of

Silloth, Wigton and Aspatria. All

signage keeps the same graphic

design, including brown signs, and

will be adopted by ‘Highways’

Cumbria County Council. Overall,

more people will be aware of the

Solway area and the AONB, and

within time secondary and primary

signage will be added. The new

signage aims to provide

awareness, public education and

understanding of the area frequently by-passed by visitors passing through

Cumbria via the M6 motorway.

The project was funded by North West Development Agency through North

Allerdale Partnership, Solway Coast AONB Sustainable Development Fund,

Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd, Silloth Town Council, Wigton Town Council

and Aspatria Town Council.
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Solway Coast AONB Income 2007-2008

Solway Coast AONB Expenditure 2007-2008

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT



STATUTORY BODIES (2)

Stuart Pasley Natural England

Chris Addy Environment Agency

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTED MEMBERS (7)

* (subject to local government elections)

Cllr. Duncan Fairbairn Cumbria County Council

Cllr. Geoffrey Prest Cumbria County Council

Cllr. Bill Jefferson Allerdale Borough Council

Cllr. Jeffrey Gardner Allerdale Borough Council

Cllr. Tony Markley Allerdale Borough Council

Vacancy Allerdale Borough Council

Cllr. John Collier Carlisle City Council

PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION (4) LEAD GROUPS

Mike Bacon West One

Wilson Wise West Two

Cllr. Vaughan Hodgson East One

Martin Gaitskell East Two

TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATION (2)

Cllr. Bill Jefferson Silloth Town Council

Cllr. Jeffrey Gardner Maryport Town Council

COMMUNITY (4)

Sue Gallagher Port Carlisle Community Group

Alan Nash/Barry Maxwell Lakes Area of Ramblers

Jeff Downham Voluntary Action Cumbria

Jean Murray Bowness on Solway Community Group

LOCAL LAND OWNERSHIP & MANAGEMENT ISSUES (4)

Carole Hodgson Country Land & Business Association

Jack Ellerby Friends of the Lake District

Jane Lasky Senhouse Roman Museum

Norman Holton RSPB

TOURISM & COMMUNITY SECTOR (2)

Graham Kennedy Cumbria Tourism

Tom Jackson Solway Coast Community Volunteer Group
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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

APRIL 2007 - MARCH 2008



Solway Coast AONB Partnership is a member of the National Association of Areas of

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AAONB). The Association is an independent organisation acting

on behalf of AONBs and their partners to promote, conserve and enhance the natural beauty

of the 41 areas designated as AONBs in England and Wales. The NAAONB is funded by

Natural England, the Countryside Council for Wales and partner membership subscriptions.
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