
EDUCATION

WCM FACTSHEET

Over the past four years WCM has repeatedly been asked ‘what can I do now to 
improve my chances of getting a job with WCM?’ Here we explain some of the 

basic education requirements that you will need to join our team.
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Functional Maths and English
West Cumbria Mining will be looking for a basic level of competency in both Maths and English as a 
minimum entry requirement for employment.  When working in a high risk environment it is essential that 
employees are able to communicate with one another, work as a team and complete basic forms and 
reports to ensure compliance with our rigorous Health and Safety procedures.  At WCM, the safety and 
wellbeing of our employees is our priority.

This does not necessarily mean that you need to have achieved a pass at GCSE or ‘O’ Level but that you have 
met the Functional Maths and English qualification level laid out by the Cumbria Adult Education department.

Therefore if you are currently hoping to secure employment with WCM and need to brush up your Maths 
and/or English skills this could be an ideal opportunity for you.

Subject to satisfying the necessary criteria, listed below, you can join courses in both Maths and English for 
free through the adult education programme:

g You are unemployed;
g You are in receipt of any state benefit; and
g You wish to enter employment.

The courses usually run for a period of 16 weeks and for 
convenience, there are a number of different locations 
and centres which you can attend.  

All sessions include individual support and review time 
with your tutor and give individuals the opportunity to 
gain a qualification at a level appropriate to themselves.



English
As with the Functional Maths qualification, this course will 
prepare the student to use communication skills in a broad 
range of familiar and working contexts and covers numerous 
topics including:
g Communicating effectively
g Contributing to discussions
g Presenting information and ideas clearly
g Reading for meaning and understanding
g Using correct punctuation and spelling
g Writing for different purposes

For further information on a full range of courses provided 
through Cumbria County Council go to www.cumbria.gov.
uk/LEARNINGANDSKILLS/communitylearning/centres/
Copeland.asp or alternatively visit your local job centre.
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Maths
This course prepares the student to use mathematical skills 
in a wide range of familiar and working contexts and covers 
numerous topics including:
g Basic arithmetical operations
g Fractions and decimals
g Metric measurements and units
g Percentages
g Decimal places
g Volume and 3D shapes
g Probability


