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Topic Summary Briefing
Ethnicity, Language and Religion at Census Day 2021

Cumbria and Districts

Aim

On the 29" of November 2022 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) released the 3 in a series of
‘topic summaries’ based on the results of the 2021 Census, which related to ethnicity, language and
religion at Census Day 2021. This briefing provides an analysis of the ethnicity, language and religion
topic summary for Cumbria and districts.

Important Notes

In this briefing any reference to ‘national’ figures refers to England & Wales. Furthermore, while
district results are included in all figures, they are only noted within the narrative text accompanying
the figures if they are within the top or bottom five of all Lower Tier Local Authorities (LTLAS)
nationally. Any results relate to Census Day 2021 and any change refers to proportional change
between Census Day 2011 and Census Day 2021. Finally, all Census results vary considerably
across Cumbria’s wards, Lower Super Output Areas (LSOASs) and Output Areas (OAs). While some
OA level maps are included in this briefing, a full range of sub-district level mapping and profiles will
be provided via the Cumbria Observatory website (please see Further Information section).

Key Points

Ethnic Group

= Of Cumbria’s 499,800 usual residents, the greatest proportion identified their ethnic group as
‘White British’ (94.9% vs. national 74.4%).

» Compared to the national average, Cumbria had a much lower proportion of residents who
identified their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group (including White minorities), (5.1% vs.
national 25.6%).

» Nationally, Allerdale and Copeland had the 1t and 2" largest proportions of residents who
identified their ethnic group as ‘White British’ and the 15t and 2"? smallest proportions of residents
who identified their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group (including White minorities).

* |In Cumbria the residents who identified their ethnic group as ‘White British’ decreased (-1.6% vs.
national -1.7%), while residents who identified their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group
(including White minorities) increased proportionally (+44.8% vs. national +39.3%).
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Proficiency in English

Of Cumbria’s 486,800 usual residents aged 3+, the greatest proportion had English as their main
language (97.9% vs. national 91.1%).

When compared to the national average, Cumbria had a lower proportion of residents aged 3+
who cannot speak English (Cumbria 0.1% vs. national 0.3%).

Nationally, Copeland had the 4™ largest proportion of residents who had English as their main
language.

The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in residents who cannot speak English (+41.5%
vs. national +16.8%).

Main Language

The most common non English main language in Cumbria was Polish.

Polish was the most common non English main language in Allerdale, Carlisle, Copeland and
South Lakeland.

In Barrow-in-Furness the most common non English main language was Tagalog or Filipino and
in Eden the most common non English main language was Romanian.

Household Language

Of Cumbria’s 229,000 households, the greatest proportion reported that all adults in the
household had English as a main language (97.5 vs. national 89.6%).

Compared to the national average, Cumbria had a much lower proportion of households with no
people in the household with English as a main language (Cumbria 1.3% vs. national 4.8%).
The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in households with ‘no adults but at least one
person aged 3 to 15 with English as a main language’ (+191.7% vs. national +81.6%).

Cumbria also experienced a substantial increase in numbers of households with ‘no people in the
household with English as a main language (+37.5% vs. national +19.8%).

Religion

Of Cumbria’s 499,800 usual residents, the greatest proportion described themselves as Christian
(57% vs. national 46.2%).

Compared to national average, Cumbria had a much lower proportion of residents who described
themselves as having a religion other than Christian (Cumbria 1.3% vs. national 10.6%).

The 2" greatest proportion of Cumbria’s residents described themselves as having ‘no religion’
(35.8% vs. national average 37.2%).

Nationally, Copeland had the 3™ largest proportion of residents who described themselves as
Christian.

Nationally, Allerdale had the 2" smallest proportion of residents who described themselves as
having a religion other than Christian.

The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in residents who described themselves as having
no religion (+76.4% vs. national +57.2%).
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Background

Every 10 years the Office for National Statistics (ONS) carries out a census to find out more about
the population of England & Wales and the make-up of local communities. The most recent census
took place on Sunday the 215t of March 2021. The results of the Census are used to plan for, and
allocate resources to, services such as transport, healthcare and education. Census data on
population also informs decisions about the allocation of local authority funding.

Census results require significant quality assurance work to ensure accuracy, including adjustment
for people who have not completed the Census questionnaire. 2021 Census results are being
released in three phases. The ONS began the second phase of 2021 Census results on Wednesday
the 2" of November 2022 by releasing the first of a series of datasets grouped by theme, known as
topic summaries. The 3™ topic summary relates to ethnicity, language and religion. The following
briefing provides an analysis for Cumbria and districts based on the on the 2021 Census Ethnicity,
Language and Religion Topic Summary.

Ethnic Group

Figure 1: Usual Resident Population at Census Day 2021: By Ethnic Group:

Ethnie Group: 2021: %

Area Code  Arsa Mame All Persons Mo. Persons White: British  Whits: Other  Mixed / Asian / Asian Black / African Other Ethnic  Ethnic Minority
% % Multiple British % { Caribbean Group % (Including

Ethnic Group Black British % White

% Minorities) %
E0TOD00Z6 Allerdals 06.2< [ 257 | 8% | 07% 5% | 0.1% 0.2% | 33%
E0TO00027 Barrow-in-Furness 674K [ o5 | 14% | 058% | 14% | 0.4% 0.4% | 43%
EOTO00028 Carligle 1100 R 227 | 41% | 0.0% | 1.5% | 0.2% W | 7.3%
E0TO0002¢ Copsland 57.1 [l o7 13% | 0.7% | 0.5% | 0.3% 03% | 33%
E0TO00030 Eden save [ s2e | 33% | 0.7% | 0.2% | 0.2% EE | 532%
ECTO00031 South Lskeland 1045 [N 225 | 3.0% | 1.0% | 0.8% | 02% 03% || 6.2%
E10000006 Cumbriz 2005 [ o20% | 2.8% | 08% | 1.0% | 0.2% 0z | 51%
K04000001 England and Wales soso7sk [ 722 || 73% | zo% ] 93% | 40% | 21 I 258

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

Of Cumbria’s 499,800 usual residents, the greatest proportion identified their ethnic group as ‘White
British’ (94.9%); this was much higher than the national average (74.4%). Inversely, Cumbria had a
much lower proportion of residents who identified their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group
(including White minorities); Cumbria 5.1% vs. England % Wales 25.6%.
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Of all LTLAs nationally:

Allerdale and Copeland had the 15t and 2" largest proportions of residents who identified their
ethnic group as ‘White British’ and the 15t and 2" smallest proportions of residents who identified
their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group (including White minorities).

Copeland and Barrow-in-Furness had the 2" and 3 smallest proportions of residents who
identified their ethnic group as ‘White: Other’.

Allerdale, Copeland and Eden had the 1st, 2" and 3™ smallest proportions of residents who
identified their ethnic group as ‘Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Group’.

Allerdale had the 4" smallest proportion of residents who identified their ethnic group as ‘Asian /
Asian British’, as well as the smallest proportion of residents who identified their ethnic group as
‘Black / African / Caribbean / Black British’.

Figure 2: Usual Resident Population at Census Day 2021: Ethnic minority group (including White
minorities): By Output Area:

CouECouncil

Cumbria Output Areas

Usual Residents: oty
Ethnic Group: Ethnic minority
group (including White
minorities)

Source: Office for National
Statistics - Census 2021.
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Figure 3: Population Change: 2011-2021: By Ethnic Group:

Ethnic Group: 2011-2021: % Change

Arez Code  Arez Mame White: British White: Other Mixed / Multiple Asian / Asian Black / African Other Ethnic Ethnic Minority
Ethnic Group British Caribbean Group {Including White
Black British Mimoritiss)
-
EOTO00026 Allerdale -12 | 207 472 13.2 | 15.1 2852 357
EOTD00D2T Barrow-in-Furnsss | 30 | 5.9 528 409 | 257.1 1917 450
EOTO0O0028 | -0.2 | 369 318 304 | 1283 4075 503
EOT000029 Copeland [ 5 | 5.2 327 120 | 120.2 200.0 156
EQOTO00030 Eden . 7 52.5 4.4 400 | 2953 270.0 830
EOTD00031 South Lakeland [ 11 | 415 633 3z | 372 2527 420
E10000006 Cumbria L | 36.7 L=} 207 106.4 2794 448
KO4000001 Emgland and Wales -1.7 41.3 403 309 28.2 1227 393

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

The number of residents in Cumbria who identified their ethnic group as ‘White British’ decreased
proportionally (-1.6% vs. national -1.7%). In contrast, the number of residents in Cumbria who
identified their ethnic group as an ethnic minority group (including White minorities) increased
proportionally (+44.8% vs. national +39.3%).

Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had the largest proportional decrease in residents who identified
their ethnic group as ‘Asian / Asian British’, while Eden and Barrow-in-Furness had the 15t and 2"
largest increases in residents who identified their ethnic group as ‘Black / African / Caribbean / Black
British’.

Proficiency in English

Figure 4: Usual Resident Population at Census Day 2021: By Proficiency in English:

Proficiency in English: 2021: %

Arez Code Arsa Mame Mo. Persons Age 3+ Main language is  Main languageis not  Main language is not Main language is not  Main language is not
English % Emglishc Can speak Englizh: Can spesk Emglishc Cannot speak  Englishc Cannot
N Emglish wvery well % Englizh well % Emglish well % speak English %
EDTO000Z6 Allerdals oz [ =0 06% | 0.4% 0.1% D.0%
E0TO00027 Barmow-in-Furmess 6545 [ =2 07% | 0.5% 03% 1%
EDTO00028 Carisle weox [ 52 | 1.5% | 1.4% 0.7% GRES
E0TO00029 Copeland 6535 [ o0 05% | 03% 01% 0.0%
EDTO00030 Eden zsx [ e | 1.0 | 1.0% 0.3% 0.1%
E0TO00031 South Lakeland i0zzx [ o75% | 12% | 1.0% 03% G
E10000006 Cumbria az6ay [ 7o | 1.0 | 0.3% 0.3% 0.1%
KD4000001 England and Wales srrodsk I s511% | 3% | 2% | 13% 03%

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

Of Cumbria’s 486,800 usual residents aged 3+, the greatest proportion had English as their main
language (97.9%); higher than the national average (91.1%). Inversely, Cumbria had a lower
proportion of residents aged 3+ who cannot speak English proficiently; cannot speak English well
(Cumbria 0.3% vs. national 1.5%) and cannot speak English (Cumbria 0.1% vs. national 0.3%).

Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had the 4! largest proportion of residents who had English as their
main language.
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Figure 5: Usual Resident Population at Census Day 2021: Proficiency in English: Cannot speak
English proficiently (cannot speak English well or cannot speak English): By Output Area:
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Figure 6: Proportional Change: 2011-2021: By Proficiency in English:

Proficiency in English: 2011-2021: % Change
Ares Code Arsa Mame Main languags i= Main language is not  Main language is not  Main language is not Main language is not
Englizh Englizh: Can speak Emglizh: Cam speak English: Camnot speak Englishe Cannot speak
. English wery wel Emglish we English we Emglish
EOTON0026 Allerdals 01 ad a3 -20.0 103
EOT000027 Bamow-in-Furness | 27 77 69 | 625 | 70.2
EOTO0002E Carlisle ' 2.0 22 284 30.0 | 16
07000028 Copeland | 45 | 2.1 [N 312 Il 203 | 61.5
EDTO00030 Eden ' 36 53 663 | 525 | Ll
EOTO00031 South Lakeland 0.2 26.4 85 202 | 26.1
E10000006 Cumbria 0.0 340 183 209 | 415
F04000001 Emgland and Wales 55 31.0 173 21.2 162

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in the number of residents who ‘cannot speak
English’ (+41.5% vs. national +16.8%). However, Cumbria also experienced a substantial increase
in numbers of residents who did not have English as a main language but ‘can speak English very
well’ (+34% vs. national +31%).

Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had the 4™ largest decrease in residents with English as a main
language, the 3" largest decrease in residents without English as a main language but who can
speak English well, and also the 3" largest decrease in residents without English as a main language
who cannot speak English well.

Main Language

Figure 7: Cumbria: Top 10 Languages Spoken (Excluding English): Census Day 2021

Main Language: Top 10 (Excluding English: 2021: No. Persons Aged 3 +: Cumbria

Main language (detailed) Mo. Persons [Age 3+)
Cther European language (EU): Polish 2027
Cither European language (EU): Romanian 1553
Crther Europsan language (EU): Hungarian 484
Spanish 409
Arabic 363
Portugusse 303
East Asian lamguage: All other Chinese 285
Turkizh 27T
East Asian lamguage: Tagalog or Alipino 267
Cither European language (EU): Bulgarian 250

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics.

The most common non English main language in Cumbria was Polish. At district level, Polish was
the most common non English main language in Allerdale, Carlisle, Copeland and South Lakeland.
However, in Barrow-in-Furness the most common non English main language was Tagalog or
Filipino and in Eden the most common non English main language was Romanian.
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Household Language

Figure 8: Households at Census Day 2021: By Household Language:

Household Language: 2021: %
Area Code  Area Mame

EOTO0C026 Allerdals
EOTOO0002T Barmow-in-Furness
EOTOOO0ZE Carlisle
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EOTOO0O0030 Eden
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Of Cumbria’s 229,000 households, the greatest proportion reported that all adults in the household
had English as a main language (97.5%); much higher than the national average (89.6%). Inversely,
Cumbria had a much lower proportion of households with no people in the household with English
as a main language (Cumbria 1.3% vs. national 4.8%). Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had the 3™
smallest proportion of households with ‘no adults but at least one person aged 3 to 15 with English

as a main language’.

Figure 9: Households at Census Day 2021: By Household Language:
had English as a main language: Output Areas:

County Council

Cumbria Output Areas

Households:

No people in the household
with English as a main
language.

Source: Office for National

Statistics - Census 2021.
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Figure 10: Proportional Change: 2011-2021: By Household Language:

Household Language: 2011-2021: % Change

Area Code  Area Mame All adults im household have At least one but not all adulis Mo adults in household but Mo people in household
English 2= a main language  in household have Englishas a  at least one person aged 3 hawe English a= a main
main language to 15 has English as a main  language
anguage

EOTO0C026 Allerdals 37 0.7 1469 187
EOTOOOOZT Barmow-im-Furness -03 0.9 1242 | 0.1
EOTOOOOZE Carlisle 35 18.4 2545 A7 3
E0T000029 Copeland 0.8 59 | 125 | 24
EOTOOOC30 Eden 6.0 33.2 2217 55.
EDTD00031 South Lakeland 17 160 | B | 38
E10000006 Cumbria 25 134 191.7 375
k04000001 England and Wales 42 10.4 816 19.8

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in the number of households with ‘no adults but at
least one person aged 3 to 15 with English as a main language’ (+191.7% vs. national +81.6%).
Cumbria also experienced a substantial increase in numbers of households with ‘no people in the
household with English as a main language (+37.5% vs. national +19.8%).

Religion

Figure 11: Usual Resident Population at Census Day 2021: By Religion:

Religion: 2021: %

A T =)

Arez Code Arsa Mame All Persons  Christian % Buddhist % Hindu % Jewish %  Muslim % Sikh % Other Mo Religion eligion
Mo. Persons refigion % religion % mnot stated other than
. % Chiristian %
EOTO000ZE Allerdals sozx I soaw 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% ozee Iz | o 0.9%
EOTO000ZT Eamrow-in-Furness 674 [l 2% 02%  02% oo% | o05% 00%  04% o] saw 1.3%
EOTOO00ZE Carlisle 1100 | s23% D3% 03% pose 08%  00% 0 04% o] sew | 1.9%
EOTO00028 Copeland 671 [ ss0% 02%  01%  o00% | o04%  00% 0 0a% I 2z ] sow | 1.1%
EOTO00030 Eden sa7x [ e 0.3% 0.1% 01% | 04% oo o4% e ]| 6% | 1.2%
E0TO00031 South Lakeland 1045K | 540% 05%  01%  o01% | o03%  o00% | 0 oa4% e 63% | 1.4%
E10000006 Cumbria avozk | 5o 0.3% 0.1% D0% | 04% oo o4% e ] saw | 35
KOD4000001 England and Wales cosg7sk | 452w 0.5% 17% 05w | 6s5% 0.5% 06% [z ] soe | 106

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

Of Cumbria’s 499,800 usual residents, the greatest proportion described themselves as Christian
(57%); higher than the national average (46.2%). Inversely, Cumbria had a much lower proportion
of residents who described themselves as having a religion other than Christian (Cumbria 1.3% vs.
national 10.6%). The 2" greatest proportion of Cumbria’s residents described themselves as having
‘no religion’ (35.8%); similar to the national average (37.2%).

Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had the 3" largest proportion of residents who described
themselves as Christian, while Allerdale had the 2" smallest proportion of residents who described
themselves as having a religion other than Christian.
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Figure 12: Usual Residents at Census Day 2021: By Religion: Christian: Output Areas:

County Council

Cumbria Output Areas

Usual Residents:
Religion: Christian.
Source: Office for National
Statistics - Census 2021.
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Figure 13: Usual Residents at Census Day 2021: By Religion: No Religion: Output Areas:

County Council

Cumbria Output Areas

Usual Residents:
Religion: No Religion.
Source: Office for National
Statistics - Census 2021.
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Figure 14: Usual Residents at Census Day 2021: By Religion: Religion other than Christian: Output
Areas:

County Council
Cumbria Output Areas

Usual Residents:
Religion: Religion other than
Christian.

Source: Office for National
Statistics - Census 2021.
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Figure 15: Proportional Change: 2011-2021: By Religion

Religion: 2011-2021: % Change
Area Code Arsa Mame Christizn Buddhist Hindu Jewish Musslim Sikh Crther religion Mo religion Religion Religion
Mot stated other than
R Christian
EOTO00026 Allerdale | 200 | 126 | 760 | ga5 | 203 1444 0.7 gzz | -100 | 3032
EDTO00027 Barrow-in-Fumness || 267 | 100 | 163 | 267 | 872 27 479 756 | -no | 486
EOTO0002E Carlisle | 210 227 | 455 | 1335 | 92.1 111 a7 748 | 149 | 325
07000020 Copsland | 26 | or [ -a07 | oo | 229 625 4.4 01 | 155 | 187
EDTO00030 Eden [ -140 | 123 [ 214 | 22 | TE.S 0.0 564 720 [ 132 | 7e
07000031 South Lakeland | 188 | 131 | 200 | 125 | 6.5 57.1 19.3 as | 179 | 227
E10000006 Cumbria | -207 | 156 | =z | 167 | 63.6 656 ik 764 [ -1a9 | 74
K04D00001 England and Wales | 172 100 265 30 429 238 448 g2 | -110 345

Source: 2021 Census, Office for National Statistics, figures may not sum due to rounding.

The largest proportional change in Cumbria was in the number of residents who described
themselves as having no religion (+76.4% vs. national +57.2%). However, Cumbria also experienced
substantial proportional increases in residents who described themselves as Sikh (+65.6% vs.
national +23.9%) and Muslim (+63.6% vs. national +42.9%). Of all LTLAs nationally, Copeland had
the largest proportional decrease in residents who described themselves as Hindu.

Implications

As expected, the 2021 Census identified many changes over the last decade in relation to ethnicity,
language and religion in Cumbria. The figures outlined within this briefing represent just a small
proportion of the data that was collected by the 2021 Census. Cumbria Intelligence Observatory will
coordinate relevant analysis of 2021 Census statistics for Cumbria. This analysis will be used to:

e Build a more detailed picture of Cumbria and its communities.

e Compare results with the profile of people who use council services to assess whether they are
providing fair access to public services, taking steps where a group is experiencing inequalities
or potential discrimination.

e Enable informed strategic planning.

e Inform planning and delivery of services including schools, health provision, transport and
housing.

¢ Inform a wide range of statutory needs assessments.

e Support lobbying activities.

e Support third sector organizations in funding applications and advocacy.

Further Information

The ONS plan to release all the main 2021 Census results within two years of Census Day. Please
check the Cumbria Intelligence Observatory website over the coming months for further 2021 Census
briefings and statistics as results are published: http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/

For more information: Email: info@cumbriaobservatory.org.uk

Performance & Intelligence | Cumbria County Council
Page 13 of 13


http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/
mailto:info@cumbriaobservatory.org.uk

