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Dear

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - DISCLOSURE

The council has completed its search relating to your request for information about the amount of money
the council spent on the services of external law firms and barristers over the last two years (years ending
March 31).

The council does hold information within the definition of your request.

Question:  I would like to know the amount of money the council spent on the services of external law firms
and barristers over the last two years (years ending March 31). If this is not possible within the restrictions
of the Freedom of Information Act, one year of data will suffice.

Response:
Our response below has been provided following a review of the budget codes used to allocate this type of
spending.

For the financial year 2015-16 the figure is £701012.48

For the financial year 2014-15 the figure is £927804.53

Please note the Council has also been involved in some extraordinary litigation over recent years, which
due to its unusual nature was allocated its own budget code.  The cost of this litigation has therefore not
been included in the figures above.

Most of the information that we provide in response to requests submitted under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 will be subject to copyright
protection. In most cases the copyright will be owned by Cumbria County Council.  However the copyright
in other information may be owned by another person or organisation, as indicated on the information itself.

You are free to use any information supplied in this response for your own non-commercial research or
private study purposes.  The information may also be used for any other purpose allowed by a limitation or
exception in copyright law, such as news reporting. However, any other type of re-use, for example by
publishing the information in analogue or digital form, including on the internet, will require the permission
of the copyright owner. Where the copyright owner is the council you will need to make an application
under the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005.

For information where the copyright is owned by another person or organisation you must apply to the
owner to obtain their permission.

If you are dissatisfied with the way the council has responded to your request you can request an Internal
Review.  If you would like to request a Review please contact the Information Governance Team using the
details at the top of this letter.
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Further information can be found on the council’s website: http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/council-
democracy/accesstoinformation/internalreviewscomplaints.asp

Yours sincerely,

Senior Manager – Performance and Risk


